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To the Friends and Family of NSU:
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This is the most exciting time to be a part
of Nova Southeastern University.
The new NSU Center for Collaborative
Research (CCR) advances our university’s mission of revolutionary research. The 215,000square-foot CCR is one of the largest and most
progressive research facilities in Florida, and will provide NSU’s
scientists and researchers from multiple disciplines with a centralized clinical research infrastructure to foster scientific breakthroughs.
Pioneering cell-based biomedical research will be conducted at the
NSU Cell Therapy Institute—one of the flagships in the CCR. The
NSU Cell Therapy Institute will be an international collaboration
with prominent medical research scientists from Sweden’s worldrenowned Karolinska Institutet.
The CCR also houses the NSU Institute for Neuro-Immune Medicine; the NSU AutoNation Institute for Breast and Solid Tumor Cancer
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BY MICHELLE F. SOLOMON

NSU’S REALIZING POTENTIAL CAMPAIGN AIMS TO RAISE MORE
THAN 250 MILLION DOLLARS BY DECEMBER 2020.
Since its humble beginnings in 1964 with a handful of students,
Nova Southeastern University has gained a reputation for being
innovative and groundbreaking. Now, NSU has embarked on
Realizing Potential: The Campaign for
Nova Southeastern University, the
largest philanthropic campaign
in the university’s 52-year history. It
also is the largest philanthropic campaign
ever undertaken by any not-for-profit
organization in Broward County.
Continued on next page
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The goal for the Realizing Potential campaign is to raise
$250 million in external funding by December 2020. The

allowing NSU to retain and attract the best-qualified

university by George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D., president and

researchers and educators.

innovations in teaching, research, service, and learning,
Nova Southeastern University will be recognized by
accrediting agencies, the academic community, and the
general public as a premier, private, not-for-profit university of quality and distinction that engages all students and
produces alumni who serve with integrity in their lives,
fields of study, and resulting careers.”
“At NSU, change and lofty goals are not new concepts—
they are part of our foundation and have propelled us to
become the institution we are today,” said Hanbury. “Our
goal is to raise $250 million in philanthropic support for
students, faculty members, and 21st-century educational
initiatives. At the same time, we will raise another $300
million for sponsored research, service, and training
projects. That will be a total of more than half a billion
dollars for the only doctoral
research institution based in
Broward County.”
NSU does not receive
state funds and relies on
tuition for its funding,
which is why the university has embarked on
this initiative. “We can
construct new buildings
through financing and
bonds, but the fundraising campaign is not for buildings—it is for the substantive programs and initiatives that we need to see
Vision 2020 come into fruition,” Hanbury added.
The campaign’s priorities for the philanthropic goal
of $250 million by December 2020 are listed following.
n $125 Million for Students: This will fund scholarships
and other essential resources that enable the university
NSU HORIZONS

chairs, professorships, and research start-up costs,

campaign is part of NSU’s Vision 2020—created for the
CEO—which states that “by 2020, through excellence and
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n $75 Million for Faculty: This will fund endowed

to attract and retain exceptional students, provide opportunities to students from diverse backgrounds, and offer
internship support—such as advanced experiential and
applied learning opportunities.

n $50 Million for 21st-Century Education: This will
fund initiatives that are interprofessional, interdisciplinary, and keep pace with the latest methods in teaching,
learning, and identifying key partnerships with community organizations. This includes, but is not limited to,
expanded clinical services; academic collaborations with
NSU Art Museum Fort Lauderdale; enhanced STEM
(science, technology, engineering and mathematics),
online, and honors
programming; and
interprofessionally
bundled, childrelated services.

“We went through the process of trying to identify
what the campaign theme would be and [the word]
potential kept coming up at every turn,” said Mularkey.
“It really ties in well with the story of NSU and where it is
going and where it has been in 52 years. When you look at
a young institution like this, it has grown a lot, but it has
not realized its full potential.”
Since going public, Mularkey said the university will
be reporting the status of the campaign externally with
more frequency and, like other colleges and
universities, will be using the CASE (Council
for Advancement and Support of Education)
reporting standards and management guidelines. The industry standard was created to help
educational institutions benchmark annual and
campaign fund-raising totals against their peers.
The standards are used in two annual surveys: the
Voluntary Support of Education Survey, conducted
by the Council for Aid to Education and the Survey
of Educational Fundraising Campaigns conducted
by CASE. The surveys from the Washington, D.C.based nonprofit educational association, help to
The Realizing Potential campaign will
raise funds to support NSU students and
educational initiatives, including those
at NSU’s College of Pharmacy, left, top;
NSU’s H. Wayne Huizenga College of Business and Entrepreneurship, far left; and at
NSU’s Halmos College of Natural Sciences
and Oceanography, left, bottom, where
Mahmood Shivji talks with a student.
Top, student Alex Verga demonstrates
equipment to George L. Hanbury II, NSU
president and CEO, at NSU’s College of
Dental Medicine; center, students take part
in a mock trial at NSU’s Shepard Broad
College of Law; and bottom, students
show off their Shark pride at the Don Taft
University Center.

recognize the many ways donors support educational institutions through private philanthropy.
Jennifer O’Flannery Anderson, Ph.D., vice president
for Advancement and Community Relations, said the
campaign incorporates opportunities at any giving level,
from first-time gifts contributed by alumni and current
students to seven- and eight-figure philanthropic gifts.
According to Bernadette Bruce, M.B.A., NSU’s director
of advancement communications, alumni gifts are a
reinvestment in the university. “As alumni, we should
want the compounded return on our investment. It is a

The Realizing Potential campaign was announced

way to dramatically increase the value of a degree,” said

to the public during NSU’s Celebration of Excellence

Bruce, an alumna of the H. Wayne Huizenga College of

on January 31, 2016, when Hanbury also revealed that

Business and Entrepreneurship.
Faculty and staff represent another major force in the
Realizing Potential movement, added Jacqueline Travisano,

that everyone in the community, all of our constituents

Ed.D., executive vice president and chief operating officer,

and all of our supporters, are aware of the campaign,”

and an NSU alumna of the Abraham S. Fischler College

said Terry Mularkey, NSU’s executive director of develop-

of Education. “Our team contributes every day to NSU’s

ment, who pointed out that the philanthropic campaign

excellence in education and research, but in the last two

is at about 58 percent of its goal.

years alone, faculty and staff member participation in

NSU HORIZONS

the university had surpassed the midpoint of its fundraising goal. “The effort is now more overt to make sure
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Professor Audrey Galka works with first-year
students in NSU’s College of Dental Medicine.

annual giving has also doubled,”
Travisano said. “That speaks
volumes to our external donors,
partners, and volunteers.”
Mularkey said naming opportunities will be highlighted even
more now that the campaign is
in the public phase. “There are
significant gift levels to name
colleges, for instance. Our colleges
in the health professions divisions
are wonderful opportunities for
high-level donors,” he added. The different research
institutes that will be part of the Center for Collaborative
Research, which opened in September, are also prime
naming prospects for lasting tributes.
“Naming opportunities are not just about putting a
name on a building. They are statement-making,’’ said
O’Flannery Anderson. “People are attracted to that
third-party validation, so a donor who commits to the
university sets off a chain reaction that will attract others
to do the same. We’re able to honor that donor, or whoever
he or she designates the naming opportunity for, and the
donor is also able to inspire others. That’s really powerful.”
While the campaign is about fund-raising, it is also a
way to bring the university community together, according to O’Flannery Anderson. “We have so many different
colleges, centers, and units. Realizing Potential helps
everyone involved in NSU to understand how their work
combines with other departments and how, if we work
together and think about our future, we can become even
greater. Philanthropy can be powerful fuel for that growth,”
she pointed out.
The message of Realizing Potential goes deeper than
the financial gifts, said Ralph V. Rogers, Ph.D., provost
and executive vice president for Academic Affairs. “For

NSU HORIZONS

students, NSU is where their potential becomes focused.
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This is where they can discover and put into action who
and what they want to be in their life and career. NSU is
that pathway. Realizing Potential is really about fulfilling
dreams,” he said. n

COMMUNITY LEADERS
Community leaders and Nova Southeastern University
supporters have pledged volunteer support to form the
Campaign Leadership Cabinet, an integral part of the
Realizing Potential Campaign.
“It is so important in fund-raising initiatives to have a group
of well-respected and highly regarded people volunteer
their time to help advance NSU,” said Jennifer O’Flannery
Anderson, Ph.D., vice president for advancement and
community relations. “NSU is so fortunate to have the
members of the Campaign Leadership Cabinet. They
believe in this university so much. We also look to them for
advice on how we deliver our messages and what other
community members might want to get involved in.”
NSU Board of Trustees member J. Kenneth (Kenny) Tate
leads the 28 members of NSU’s Campaign Leadership
Cabinet as chair. The cabinet includes Lorraine Thomas,
honorary cochair; Joel Altman and Beverly RaphaelAltman; Bonnie Barnett; Alligator Ron Bergeron; Elliot
Borkson, J.D.; James and Cathy Donnelly; Patricia Du
Mont; Ray Floyd; Gerald Greenspoon, J.D.; Mark Grosvenor; Guy Harvey, Ph.D.; Joel Hochberg; David Horvitz; H.
Wayne and Marti Huizenga; Alice Jackson; Rick Latta; Bill
Matz; Rose Miniaci; Ramola Motwani; Stephen Ross; Barry
Somerstein, J.D.; Terry Stiles; Jason Taylor; and Enrique
Vila del Corral.
“This campaign is about the benefits to our community that
arise from realizing the potential of NSU,” said Tate. “We
will leave our legacy by shaping generations of leaders.”
According to Thomas, “My late husband, Dave, and I
always believed in giving people opportunities to make
themselves shine. And, NSU has very similar values. This
is truly about giving people the tools they need to be
successful and make a positive difference in the world.”

PetProject
BY KATHLEEN KERNICKY

W

hen Caitlin McCoy heard about therapy
dogs visiting college campuses to give

students a break from their books, face their home-

sickness, or help them deal with missing their pets
at home, she had an idea for a research project.
Working with Jonathan Banks, Ph.D., associate
professor at NSU’s College of Psychology, McCoy
brought students together with certified therapy
dogs during exam week to play on a grassy area
Continued on next page
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outside the Don Taft University Center. Their study—
awarded an honorable mention at NSU’s 2016 Undergraduate Student Symposium—measured whether interacting
with the dogs had an impact on the students’ level of stress,
anxiety, or sustained attention.
“I love dogs, and I saw this was a growing topic,” said
McCoy, a biology major, Honors student, and 2016 graduate of NSU’s Halmos College of Natural Sciences and
Oceanography. “We had golden retrievers, a German
shepherd, a beagle, and a Havanese. Everyone was having a
really good time. The students were having a blast.”
In the NSU study, students played with the dogs outside
before completing pencil-and-paper work and computer
tasks in a laboratory. The students who interacted with the

therapy dogs together during campus visits that also help
educate students about mental-health outreach programs.

states of anxiety, although there was no impact on cogni-

Adamle started the program after her research found that

tive performance. (Another group of students were part of

94 percent of incoming, first-semester freshmen considered

a control group that did not interact with the dogs.)

their dogs part of their families and missed them as much

Banks said, noting that, “In the current study, there was a

NSU HORIZONS

The program brings students and trained, certified

dogs for 10 minutes had lower levels of perceived stress and

“This topic has grown dramatically in the last decade,”

8

founded the trademarked Dogs on Campus Pet Therapy
Program in 2004.

as other family members.
“My goal was to try and bridge the gap between leaving

significant, real-world effect” on the students’ level of stress

their dog at home and having a dog to pet—to see if I could

and anxiety. “It’s quite possible that by reducing stress, we

bridge that chasm of what they were missing so they could

will see the cognitive benefits later. We might see an effect

move on. This gives them a bridge to think, ‘I’m not that far

on exam performance the next day, or just in the ability to

from home,’ ” Adamle said. “It also gives them an hour of

study. You might not pick up that effect immediately.”

relief. I’ve heard a student say, ‘I was stressed, and I feel so

Today, colleges and universities nationwide are recogniz-

much better now.’ Not that the stress has disappeared, but

ing the therapeutic benefits of bringing four-legged friends

for one hour they didn’t think about it. They’re smiling and

to campus. Kathleen Adamle, Ph.D., nurse practitioner

happy. As a nurse practitioner, I can say that one hour

and professor emerita at Kent State University, was one

with the dogs increases endorphins, happiness, and the

of the first to recognize the therapeutic benefits when she

ability to cope.”

NSU’s Office of Wellness and Recreation and
the Canine Assisted Therapy organization bring
certified therapy dogs—Baxter, Della, Fayth, and
Brady—to NSU’s Fort Lauderdale/Davie Campus
for outdoor events. The dogs are also on campus
during exam weeks to help students relax.

Today, more than 400 institutions of higher education
have some type of pet therapy program, Adamle said, adding that almost 100,000 students have attended pet-therapy
sessions at Kent State’s main and regional campuses.
Even the Olympic trials had dogs on-site. To help ease
anxiety, USA Swimming partnered with the nonprofit
Domesti-PUPS to provide about 30 canines for the athletes’
lounge during the eight-day meet held last summer in
Nebraska. The trials had more than 1,700 swimmers, most
of whom did not qualify for the Olympics. “I’m an animal
lover myself, and I was trying to think of different ways
in the athlete lounge that they [the swimmers] would
calm down and . . . just relax,” said Morgan Weinberg, the
program and services manager for USA Swimming in an
interview with the USA Today newspaper.
Canine Assisted Therapy (CAT), a nonprofit organization
based in Oakland Park, Florida, brings certified therapy
dogs to NSU’s Fort Lauderdale/Davie Campus for outdoor events and during exam weeks to help students relax.
“There’s no question that the unconditional love from dogs,

to campus to interact with students in her Equine Assisted

and their overall happy mood will brighten anyone’s day,”

Family Therapy class. “Dogs offer companionship, stress

said Michael Birch, assistant director of intramurals and

reduction, comfort, and service,” Green said.

special events at NSU’s Office of Wellness and Recreation.
“This is why we like to give the students time to spend
with the dogs during the most stressful weeks of the

“Our classes introduce students to the field of equineassisted therapies, and we also cover the larger field of
animal-assisted therapies, including canine-assisted
therapies,’’ the professor added. “We bring the dogs in
each semester in order for the students to understand the

and with a smile on their face.”

specific benefits of the canine-human bond, and to learn

Shelley Green, Ph.D., professor at NSU’s College of Arts,
Humanities, and Social Sciences, brings the therapy dogs

more about the different contexts in which dogs are being
used to enhance people’s lives.”
Continued on next page
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from their studies and exams and go back feeling refreshed
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NSU joins colleges and universities nationwide that
recognize the therapeutic benefits of bringing fourlegged friends—such as Della, right—to campus.

Marveline Pierre, an NSU graduate student in the marriage and family therapy program, remembers the day that
a golden retriever named Brandy came to visit Green’s
class. “There was so much going on with me, being scared,
upset, and angry. I almost didn’t go to class. When I spent
that time with Brandy, it was like something washed over
me,” said Pierre, whose aunt was critically ill at the time.
“To me, Brandy offered acceptance. She didn’t judge
me. It was like, ‘it’s OK.’ I could feel my emotions starting
to slow down. That changed my whole outlook. It was an
amazing experience,” said Pierre, who now hopes to incorporate canine therapy into a future career as a therapist.
“We receive comments from students who share things
like, ‘I wasn’t sure I could go through with my finals,’ or
‘I was ready to pack it up and go home,’ ” said Courtney
Trzcinski, director of resource development at CAT.
“They enjoy the chance to hug, pet, and play with the
dogs,’’ said Trzcinski. “Afterward, they feel better. It’s a
chance to reconnect and have a little normalcy. More

volunteer who visited campus with members of Canine

people are finally recognizing the benefits of having these

Assisted Therapy.

dogs and seeing that it’s not just playtime. There are
therapeutic benefits.”
Therapy dog handlers helping people with developmental

dogs give them another living being whom they can be

of Miami satellite program of the Center for Autism and

with and feel comfortable with,” said Yentsch, a former

Related Disabilities (CARD), a university-based network

adjunct professor at the Halmos College of Natural Sci-

serving families across Florida.

ences and Oceanography.
Some students have test anxiety and that can worsen

fer guidance, training, visual materials, and enhancement

stress, said McCoy, who grew up with dogs at home in

strategies to utilize in settings where they’re working with

Massachusetts and who found that fostering dogs while

individuals with disabilities,” said Sara Ferguson, NSU

she was a student helped her cope. “I felt that I was less

clinical support administrator. “We did training with the

likely to get overwhelmed. It was like, I’m going to take the

handlers on how to work with clients with autism and how

dog for a walk and take a little break and mentally check

to better engage their clients with the dogs.”

out from work for a little bit,’’ she said.

Interacting with pets can lower blood pressure and
NSU HORIZONS

They’re so behind their books and the computer. The

disabilities are getting training from the NSU-University

“We’re collaborating with Canine Assisted Therapy to of-
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“Students are coming to college and leaving their pets
behind. Part of dog therapy is making up that deficit.

produce changes in human physiology, said Clarice

“When the dogs were here, students were taking pictures
and posting them on Instagram and on all sorts of social

(Moreth) Yentsch, Ph.D., an NSU alumna who was one

media. And, the dogs loved playing and being petted. It

of the 17 members of NSU’s first graduating class and a

was a win-win for everybody,” added McCoy.

Artful
EDUCATION
BY JOHN DOLEN

NSU ART MUSEUM FORT LAUDERDALE COMBINES
ACADEMICS WITH WORLD-CLASS EXHIBITIONS
It all began with a small Broward thrift shop in an old railroad car, previously
a diner. A group of civic-minded young women opened the shop to provide
quality goods for South Florida’s poorer residents. When money came in, they
and other fund-raisers helped this women’s group—the Junior League of Greater
for mental health, now Henderson Behavioral Health.
The League’s next big project was the Fort Lauderdale Art Center, which
developed into the Museum of Art, Fort Lauderdale, which is now the NSU

NSU HORIZONS

Fort Lauderdale—establish a day-care center for working mothers and a clinic
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Bonnie Clearwater, right, has led a campaign to rebrand and expand
the museum’s reach—locally, nationally, and internationally.
The NSU Art Museum Fort Lauderdale, below, started
as a storefront in downtown Fort Lauderdale.

Art Museum Fort Lauderdale. This

center—and the

year marks the 30th anniversary of

many developments

the modernist structure that houses

since NSU assumed

the museum, which has evolved into

stewardship of the

a world-class institution that has

museum in 2008.

attracted more than 70,000 people, to
date, during 2016. Museum officials

League—and

expect that number to reach more

myself—take such

than 100,000 during 2017.

pride in the art

A June 23, 1985, New York Times
article noted the significance of its

which really reflects the progress
of NSU and the Fort Lauderdale

the tourist and retirement center of

community as well,” said Swann,

Fort Lauderdale, Fla., has arrived as

professor and department chair of

a metropolis. Next January, in line

Athletic Training and Exercise and

with the tried-and-true American

Sports Science at NSU’s College of

belief that you can’t have a city

Health Care Sciences. “The museum

without an art institution, it will

has flourished even more being a

Contemporary Art, North Miami—

open a $7.5-million Museum of Art,

part of NSU, and we know that will

where she had a record of introducing

designed by one of the country’s

continue,” she pointed out, adding

progressive, cutting-edge artists and

most sought-after cultural edifices,

that members of the Junior League

expanding educational outreach.

Edward Larrabee Barnes.”

often serve as docents at the museum.

Among those “kidnappers,” said

Swann and the Junior League

Clearwater, were prominent art

develop as part of NSU, and recently

are working on a joint celebration

patrons David Horvitz and his wife,

has been awarded prestigious grants

next year that will combine the 60th

Francie Bishop Good. Their David

for the future. The Junior League’s

anniversary of that first art center

and Francie Horvitz Family Founda-

current president, Elizabeth Swann,

along with the 80th year of the

tion announced a $1.5-million

Ph.D., ATC, LAT, is proud of both

Junior League. Details are still

challenge grant that coincided with

the Junior League civic tradition—

being planned.

Clearwater’s arrival.

especially the founding of the art

NSU HORIZONS

museum’s progress,

debut: “There can be no doubt that

The museum now is continuing to
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“The Junior

Since the university took the

In coming to Fort Lauderdale,

bold step of bringing the museum

Clearwater moved to a museum

PREVIOUS PAGE

into the NSU fold, another date is

with far more space and facilities,

Left: Amy Sillman, “N”, 2007, oil on canvas, from
Belief + Doubt: Selections from the Francie Bishop
Good and David Horvitz Collection, on display
through January 2017; NSU Art Museum Fort
Lauderdale; Promised Gift of David Horvitz and
Francie Bishop Good ©Amy Sillman, Courtesy,
Sikkema Jenkins & Co. New York

significant. It occurred in 2013,

prestigious collections, and un-

when current director and chief

limited opportunities for integrat-

Right: Dormiveglia VI, 1998, one of the works by
Francesco Clemente, a leading figure of the NeoExpressionist movement, is on display through
April 2017. © Francesco Clemente, courtesy of the
artist, Kim Heirston Art Advisory, New York

curator Bonnie Clearwater, M.A.,

ing art and education. Previous to

was brought aboard.

MOCA, Clearwater held key curat-

There was “a team of kidnappers,”
Clearwater said, smiling. They lured

ing posts in Los Angeles and New
York, where she curated the Rothko

her from a successful 18-year stint

Foundation. An author, she wrote

with MOCA—the Museum of

The Rothko Book: Tate Essential Artist

Left: By the Light, by Shinique Smith, 2013, ink, acrylic, fabric, aluminum,
collage on canvas over panel, from Belief + Doubt: Selections from the Francie
Bishop Good and David Horvitz Collection, on display through January 2017;
NSU Art Museum Fort Lauderdale; Promised Gift of David Horvitz and Francie
Bishop Good. ©Shinique Smith Courtesy, David Castillo Gallery

series of interest to
the public, as well
as faculty members

of Place. Clearwater studied modern
and medieval art at New York
University and Columbia University.
The museum’s administration,
curating, and education are on
Clearwater’s shoulders. She guides
the museum’s Art Academy, in
which young children and teens
are offered courses that run from
painting and drawing to the digital
arts and fashion design. Adult
classes teach figure drawing, photog-

university.

S. Cramer during Art Basel that

even Adobe Workshop. She also
augments exhibitions with lecture

brought together luminaries from

the David and Francie

the art world and Hollywood…

Horvitz Family

hosted by Bob Colacello of Vanity

Foundation came

Fair and Bonnie Clearwater, NSU

through again,

Art Museum director and chief

awarding a $1-million

curator, the elegant evening took

challenge grant to

place at Juvia on Miami Beach, and

support exhibitions,

also celebrated NSU Art Museum’s

programming, and

exhibition, Revolution of the Eye:

operations. The grants

Modern Art and the Birth of Ameri-

are part of Realizing

can Television.”
Other notices of exhibitions have

Campaign for Nova

appeared in The New York Times and

Southeastern Univer-

The Wall Street Journal. Clearwater

sity, the largest phil-

clearly thinks out of the box. She lives

anthropic campaign

in Miami Beach and often commutes

in the university’s

to New York via the Fort Lauderdale-

52-year history. The NSU goal is $250

Hollywood airport. On one such trip,

million. Another $300 million will

she noticed open billboards in this

come from sponsored research,

popular travelers’ terminal. Soon,

service, and training programs.

ads for the NSU Art Museum Fort

Also in May of this year, the
National Endowment for the Arts
selected the museum for a $25,000
“Art Works” award that will go toward

Lauderdale appeared there for the
first time.
“All this is getting NSU out there,”
she said. “I want to extend the arts

the conservation of its collection of

scene northward to Palm Beach

avant-garde Cobra art from Europe.

County, south to Miami-Dade

Since her arrival, Clearwater has
led a campaign of rebranding and

County, and to western Broward
County. We’re looking for a new

expansion of the museum’s reach—

range of supporters to add to what

locally, nationally, and internation-

we have.”

ally. Even the logo was redesigned.

Outreach also extends to the NSU

Another effort has increased the

student level, and for at least one, it

museum’s visibility during Art Basel,

is very personal. Malika Kuzibaeva,

South Florida’s international art fair.

born in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, came

NSU HORIZONS

raphy, oil painting, and art history—

“The dinner honored television
producer and art collector Douglas

Potential: The

Chuck, and Roberto Juarez: A Sense

featured a photo spread that stated:

and students at the
In May of this year,

Series, Julian Schnabel: Versions of

The December, 2015, Vanity Fair
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Untitled (Belief + Doubt = Sanity), 2008,
by Barbara Kruger, C-Print, also from
Belief + Doubt: Selections from the
Francie Bishop Good and David Horvitz
Collection, NSU Art Museum Fort
Lauderdale; Promised Gift of David
Horvitz and Francie Bishop Good.
©Barbara Kruger, courtesy Mary Boone
Gallery, NY

Downtown Development
Authority. The authority’s
goal was to lure publicprivate institutions to the
downtown area. And, the
pedigree was fantastic:

to South Florida with

Architect Barnes designed

her family at the age

museums in Pittsburgh and

of 8. She graduated

Dallas, as well as the IBM

last spring with a

building and Asia Society

major in art and

in Manhattan.

graphic design from

Bolge took the museum’s

NSU’s College of Arts,
Humanities, and
Social Sciences.
She and other graduating seniors

helm in 1970 as executive
The museum-university connec-

the fund-raising and building phase,

there is traffic with arts students

departing in 1988. During his tenure,

presented their work at the Senior

and faculty members; and, all NSU

he organized the first national

Exhibition titled Artcade, held last

students, faculty members, and

retrospectives of the work of Ansel

March at the Fort Lauderdale/Davie

administrators receive free admission

Adams and Norman Rockwell, the

Campus. Clearwater was struck by

to exhibitions. The synergy extends to

graphic work of Renoir, and the first

Kuzibaeva’s work, and asked her to

other NSU academics. Swann held a

Andrew Wyeth exhibition in Florida.

apply for an open job at the museum.

lecture on human musculature as art

“The fact that Bonnie Clearwater,

the museum now has 25,000 square

the director of the museum, came

builders so students could observe

feet of exhibition space, a 256-seat

to this event was overall exciting,”

firsthand anatomy in the art.

auditorium, a museum store, and

Writing professors take students

cafe. Its permanent collection of

approached me and told me

to museum exhibits to write com-

more than 6,000 works includes the

she liked my work, that was just

mentaries and hone their critical

Glackens collection, the 19th- and

jaw-dropping. She right away told

thinking skills. Even medical and

early 20th-century work by American

me that she is interested and was

dental college professors have

realist William Glackens.

looking for a graphic designer.”

brought classes in to practice their

“After the event ended, my mind

In 2007, an entire wing was

powers of observation. After all,

fashioned for the Glackens collection

couldn’t wrap around the fact the

observation is a practitioner’s

after the “blockbuster” run of

director herself asked me to join her

invaluable first approach to a patient.

Tutankhamun. As Sun Sentinel art

team,” Kuzibaeva recalled. “At the

critic Emma Trelles put it then, “It

age of 20, I was stepping into the ‘real

LANDMARK ART SPACE ADDS

might seem peculiar that an ancient

world’ with an amazing job opportu-

MAJOR COLLECTIONS

Egyptian king would refurbish the

nity. I am so grateful that Bonnie C.

NSU HORIZONS

After renovations in 2001 and 2007,

at the museum, bringing in body-

said Kuzibaeva. “But when she
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director, leading it though

tion continues to evolve. Of course,

The opening of the landmark

quarters of a modern American

decided to come to our show.” She

modernist art space 30 years ago not

painter.” The second major part of the

is now on a team producing the

only was a dream of art patrons and

permanent collection is the largest

museum’s marketing materials such

pioneers like former museum exec-

U.S. holding of works by avant-garde

as flyers, magazine advertisements,

utive director George Bolge and the

Cobra artists from Copenhagen,

building banners, and invitations.

Junior League, it was a victory for the

Brussels, and Amsterdam.

She also emphasizes the word
“empathy.” For young people especially,
“We need to encourage empathizing
with others.”
“We find art exhibits conducive
to that kind of encouragement,’’ she
said. “The ability to empathize with
others’ experiences. How would
you feel?”
Swann learned the importance
of that approach when she served
as a volunteer during a special event

Still from Moses Burning Bush, by Malawai-born,
London-based, contemporary artist Samson Kambalu,
part of the exhibition featuring recent films Samson
Kambalu: Nyau Cinema; courtesy of the artist and Kate
MacGarry, London

for foster children at the museum.
“It was amazing, because we observed
these foster kids in a setting that
they would not normally have been
in,” she said. “I remember one
student who was very shy at the
beginning, not interested at all.
The museum has attracted
more than 70,000 patrons
during 2016.

The museum has now added a
third collection, and one supremely
relevant for our area: works by Latin
American artists. Clearwater calls
this art priceless. A bequest from
Dr. Stanley and Pearl Goodman
brought this vast collection of
Mexican and Latin art—with works
from Frida Kahlo, Diego Rivera,
Rufino Tamayo, Leonora Carrington,
Gunther Gerzo, and many others—to
the museum.
THEN THERE’S THE ART
Among other factors Clearwater
enunciates in choosing artists to
showcase are the words “up-and-

front of her, she came alive. That
little girl had the biggest smile on
her face. And by the end of the
session, she would not stop talking.

During the past three years, popular exhibitions
included ones on Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera
from the Jacques and Natasha Gelman Collection and 20th Century Latin American Art from
the Stanley and Pearl Goodman Collection.
Two other intriguing showcases were Revolution of the Eye: Modern Art and the Birth of
American Television (noted by Vanity Fair), which
showed how early TV drew heavily on the
visual avant-garde, with works by Andy Warhol,

She had found something she

Georgia O’Keeffe, and Roy Lichtenstein; and

absolutely loved.”

Bellissima: Italy and High Fashion 1945–1968,

Laura Palmer, vice chair of the
museum’s board of governors, sees
“very exciting unknowns to come
ahead in the partnering of the
museum and NSU.” Palmer, a

which featured garments and accessories by
legendary designers that went from fashion to
film, influencing women’s styles ever since.
This season’s notable offerings include two
curated by Clearwater, marking her commit-

board member for more than a

ment to diversity. The exhibition Belief + Doubt:

dozen years, was on the search

Selections from the Francie Bishop Good and

committee that chose Clearwater.

David Horvitz Collection features contemporary

In addition “to Bonnie’s role as
director and curator, she has taken
a development role almost singlehandedly,” said Palmer. “The future,”
Palmer added, “is as wide as the
museum and NSU’s imagination

works by more than 60 artists focusing on
art by women, as well as African American,
Latin American, and South Florida artists;
it runs through January 22, 2017. Opening
November 23, is the first solo U.S. museum
exhibition by Malawi-born artist, author, and
filmmaker Kambalu.

can take us.” n

NSU Art Museum Fort Lauderdale is located at 1 East Las Olas Boulevard in Fort Lauderdale.
Visit nsuartmuseum.org or call (954) 525-5500.
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coming, diverse, and challenging.”

But as soon as we put a project in

EXHIBITIONS
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Visit

BY STAFF REPORTERS AND OLINE H. COGDILL

F

or many students—and their families—an in-person

Brandon L. Hensler, M.S., APR, NSU’s executive director

visit to a campus is the deciding factor in choosing

of Public Relations and Marketing Communications. “We

a university. But sometimes travel expense, time, and

distance limit the number of universities a student can visit.
NSU is now making it easier for prospective students

know, once they see us with their own eyes, they will come.”
Richard Jay Simon, who earned his M.B.A. in entrepreneurship, with honors, in 2016, agreed the tour is a solid

with its virtual tours of three NSU locations—the Fort

recruiting tool for NSU. “The benefit would seem to be for

Lauderdale/Davie Campus, the Halmos College of Natural

folks who have not yet seen the campus—attracting them

Sciences on the Oceanographic Campus, and the NSU Art

to enroll, or at least plan a visit. As a marketing vehicle, it

Museum Fort Lauderdale. The virtual tour is available

has value,” said Simon, now a managing partner at SBL

online, in virtual reality, and as an app through Google

Partnership in Miami.

Play and Apple’s app store. For a more immersive experi-

Students are using the tour. As a sophomore at the NSU

ence, visitors can use an Oculus Rift, Google Cardboard,

Halmos College of Natural Sciences and Oceanography,

or any similar virtual reality reader. Google Cardboard

Charlotte Henderson found the virtual tour helpful in

VR headsets also are being used by recruiters who can

navigating the Fort Lauderdale/Davie Campus, especially

take them on the road to share the tour with students at

when she has a class in an unfamiliar building. “Through

colleges and high schools.

the tour, I was able to figure out how to make my way to

The 360-degree panoramic tours feature a synchronized

the Parker Building from the center of campus. The virtual

audio tour guide who takes viewers to the interior and

tour is an amazing idea and will help many students,” said

exterior of various NSU sites—providing background

Henderson, whose goal is to enroll in the physical therapy

information on events and programs as well as location

program at the College of Health Care Sciences.

photos and videos. Viewers can schedule a visit, apply
online, and learn more about NSU.
The tour includes 20 stops and 30 panoramic images.

“Sometimes, photos just don’t paint as vivid a picture
as a 360-degree panoramic image does, or as seeing it
in a virtual reality,” said Kimberly Cohane, online

New locations, including the College of Dental Medicine

marketing and social media manager for NSU’s Division

Simulation Lab, the NSU Center for Collaborative

of Public Relations and Marketing Communications.

Research, and the Arena at the Don Taft University
Center, are scheduled to be added.

her friends, including an international student who was
unable to attend the orientation dates. “The virtual tour

but with a geographically diverse student population,

is a lifesaver,” she added. “It will truly help many Sharks

the virtual tour can allow students on the other side of

find their way.”

the globe the chance to see what NSU has to offer,” said

To take a tour online, visit nova.edu/tour. n
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“It’s always great to have students visiting our university,

Henderson has been forwarding the virtual tour to
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Jacksonville Ca
Tight-knit NSU campus encourages
giving back to community
BY ROCHELLE KOFF

I

t didn’t take long for Lauren Streett to put her master’s degree in mental health counseling to
use in dramatic fashion. After 49 people were killed last summer at the Pulse nightclub in

Orlando, Streett volunteered her services to offer crisis and grief counseling to people directly,
or indirectly, impacted by the shooting.
“The massacre touched people in different ways,” said Streett, who graduated from the Nova
Southeastern University Jacksonville Campus in 2015. “There was an immense amount of
trauma, pain, grief, anger, and helplessness.”
A therapist at the Youth Crisis Center in Jacksonville, Streett is no stranger to the needs of
people facing trying times. She credits her graduate-school education from NSU in preparing
her with the practical skills needed when working with anyone in crisis. “The NSU program
was more hands-on,” Streett said. “It wasn’t about writing 20 research papers. It was learning
interpersonal skills, learning how to be a counselor.”
The university also encourages community service. The NSU Jacksonville Campus staff and
faculty members and students donated hundreds of hours, as well as financial resources, to
support more than 30 community projects in the area last year.
The physician assistant program at Jacksonville, through NSU’s College of Health Care
Sciences, offers a variety of community services—such as hearing and vision screening exams
for elementary school students, physical exams for athletes, pre-vocational physical exams for
the homeless in downtown Jacksonville, and other assistance. The program is also developing a
community health day at a local migrant farm in Hastings, Florida.
“This is a very tight-knit community, and we’re very supportive,” said Brooke Goehring,
director of NSU’s Jacksonville Campus, located in Southpoint. “It’s our obligation to be part of

NSU HORIZONS

the community and give back,” added Goehring, who has a master’s degree in college student
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affairs from NSU’s College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences.
Continued on page 20

ampus
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Among the degree programs offered at
NSU Jacksonville are Physician Assistant
courses on campus and health science
courses available online.

Continued from page 18

The NSU Jacksonville Campus reaches out and helps
numerous groups, including the Women’s Center of
Jacksonville, the American Foundation for Suicide
Prevention, Relay for Life, and The Bridge. “NSU has
been a great asset to The Bridge,” said Shariffa Spicer,
an NSU alumna and former CEO of the nonprofit
agency, which works with at-risk youth in Jacksonville.
When she was at the agency, the Jacksonville Campus
hosted a Bridge board retreat and involvement “grew
from there,” she said.
“NSU has donated to teen programs, held drives to
collect toys and food, and donated computers,” added
Spicer, who received her master’s degree at the university’s

who took online classes at night, when he could focus on

Fort Lauderdale/Davie Campus. “Students came, tutored,

his studies.

and volunteered. They were involved.”
NSU alumni often give back to the Jacksonville Campus,
too. “We want to encourage students,” said Charles

opportunities to continue their education. Degree pro-

Moreland, Ph.D., who participated in an alumni panel in

grams are available in business, counseling, and physician

June at the Jacksonville Campus for students pursuing

assistant, as well as online offerings that include education

doctorate degrees.

and health science. In addition to the online format, classes

Moreland, director of community affairs for Jacksonville

“We offer students flexible class times,” Goehring said.

Fire and Rescue, earned both a master’s degree in public

“There’s a lot of academic support.”
Like many of the 600 students pursuing an advanced

Jacksonville Campus. He worked on his degrees while

degree from NSU’s Jacksonville Campus, Laura Steigelman

being employed full time in the fire department.

wanted to keep her full-time job while going to school.

“The experience I had getting my master’s made me want
NSU HORIZONS

are offered during the day, evenings, and on weekends.

Mayor Lenny Curry and the battalion chief of Jacksonville
administration and a doctorate of education at the
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For more than 40 years, the NSU Jacksonville Campus
has been providing residents of Northeast Florida with

to go on and get my doctorate,” said Moreland, who joined
Jacksonville Fire and Rescue in 1990 at age 18, and has held
every civil service rank within the department since then.
“Studying online fit my needs completely,” said Moreland,

The M.B.A. program offered classes every other weekend,
which enabled her to do just what she wanted.
“I was able to work during the week and attend classes
on Friday night and Saturday,” said Steigelman, who now
runs her own business as a career coach and facilitator.

“I was able to go to school for 18 months and work during
the week without taking a break.”

AROUND NSU

NSU continues to offer Steigelman support by providing
classroom space for meetings of her professional group,

HANBURY HONORED WITH EXCALIBUR AWARD

Association of Talent Development. “NSU lets us use their
classroom for up to 12 meetings a year. We’re very grateful
for that.”
Alumni at the NSU Jacksonville Campus include
professionals who have pursued careers in a wide
spectrum of fields, such as higher education, health,
community service, and government. Johnny Gaffney,
Ph.D., was the CEO/owner of a mortgage lender when he
pursued his doctorate in education, focusing on organizational leadership.
“It took my career to another level,” said Gaffney, the
administrative assistant to the mayor and liaison to more
than 60 city boards and commissions. “When we students
came out with our degrees, we were well-prepared. NSU
has a reputation for quality,” added Gaffney, who served as
a Jacksonville City Councilman representing District 7 for
eight years and has long been active in community service.
NSU alumna Sabrina Edwards, Ph.D., also a fierce
believer in giving back to the community, is the founder
and executive director of the Little Bookworms Community Resource Agency, which helps low-income individuals
and families pursue an education, among other needs. At
one point, her agency paid for an apartment deposit for a
homeless young woman. “We want to help students get
into schools and keep them in school,” she said.
Edwards completed her doctorate at NSU’s Jacksonville
Campus while she was working as a college administrator
at Edward Waters College. She is currently an assistant
professor of business administration and organizational
management at Edward Waters College and an adjunct
professor teaching student life skills at Florida State
College at Jacksonville. She recently was appointed by the
Jacksonville mayor to serve as a commissioner for the
Mayor’s Commission on the Status of Women.
“I believe in the importance of education,” Edwards said.
provides the all-around structure and support you need.”
Visit nova.edu/jacksonville for more information on the
NSU Jacksonville Campus. n

For his entrepreneurial success and community
involvement, NSU President and CEO George L.
Hanbury II, Ph.D., was awarded the 2015
Excalibur Award for Business Leader of the Year
in Broward County.
Arlene Pecora received the 2015 Excalibur
Award for Small Business Leader of the Year in
Broward County. President and CEO of Signature
Grand, a catering and conference center in Davie,
Pecora holds a bachelor’s degree from NSU and
received her M.B.A. in 2002, also from NSU.
H. Wayne Huizenga, Jr., who owns super-yacht
marina Rybovich and heads Huizenga Holdings,
Inc., of Fort Lauderdale, received the Excalibur
Award for Business Leader of the Year in Palm
Beach County. He is the eldest son of H. Wayne
Huizenga, for whom the NSU H. Wayne Huizenga
College of Business and Entrepreneurship is named.
Linda Cooke, chief executive of Habco
Manufacturing, which offers jobs to special-needs
workers, received the Excalibur Award for Small
Business Leader of the Year in Palm Beach County.
Cooke received her bachelor’s degree in business
administration from NSU.
The Excalibur Award is presented by Sun
Sentinel Company, LLC, to business leaders in
South Florida. n
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“I want to leave a mark, inspire, and make a difference. NSU

PHOTO: KARA STARZYK, COURTESY OF THE SUN SENTINEL

Howard Saltz, publisher and editor in chief of the Sun Sentinel,
gives the Excalibur Award to George L. Hanbury II.
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PAWS

UP!
BY KATHLEEN KERNICKY

Optometry Student Trains
Future Guide Dog at NSU
As a four-legged NSU Shark, Thresa, the Labrador

Southeastern Guide Dogs, which has provided guide

retriever, enjoys greeting students, sleeping through class,

dogs to visually impaired people since 1982. In January

and taking walks around the buildings at the Health

2016, three-month-old Thresa was placed with Finberg

Professions Division (HPD)—where she draws curiosity

for training in basic commands, obedience, and social-

and smiles.

ization skills.

“She loves coming to school with me and being around

When Thresa is about a year old, she will return to

other people,” said Monica Finberg, a doctoral student at

Southeastern for medical assessments and formal guide

NSU’s College of Optometry, who is training the puppy

training. If she passes, she will be assigned to someone

for a future career as a guide dog.

who needs her help. If not, Finberg

That requires Thresa, who wears a

will likely adopt her. The two attend

“service dog in training” vest, to

twice-monthly group meetings that

accompany Finberg almost every-

are held at public places where a

where. In addition to her classes,

sight-impaired person might go

this includes the mall, the grocery

with their dog.

store, and the pharmacy.

“Having a guide dog in training

“Most of the time, you can’t tell

at HPD has been a wonderful thing,”

she’s there. She’s under the table,

said Michael Bacigalupi, O.D., M.S.,

and she falls asleep,” Finberg said.

FAAO, assistant dean for student

“Other students love her. At this

affairs at NSU’s College of Optom-

age, she’s still allowed to greet

etry. “Students from all the health

people, so if somebody wants to

professions are learning more about

say hello to her, they can. She gets

how guide dogs are used to assist

excited when students pet her, and

visually impaired patients. And,

she wags her tail.”

there has been great interest from

It was a lifelong love for dogs
that prompted Finberg to consider

Monica Finberg takes Thresa nearly everywhere she goes
on campus as part of the Labrador retriever’s training.

a career in optometry. As an undergraduate student at

our physical therapy and occupational therapy colleagues.”

Added Bacigalupi: “Monica is professional and has

Rutgers University, Finberg joined a club that allowed

taught our students how to interact with Thresa when she

students to help train guide dogs. The club regularly hosted

is working. Students love having a dog on campus. You can

the guide dogs’ beneficiaries, who would talk about how

see the smiles as she walks down the hall. I think everyone

their lives were improved by the dogs.
“At one meeting, a gentleman got up with his guide dog

realizes that this dog is going to do great things for a
visually impaired patient in the future.”

and spoke. He was so grateful, and he was saying ‘thank

“As an optometry student, it makes sense for me to

you for everything you’ve done.’ I was a premed student

raise a guide dog, because I can help someone who is

at the time, but the club experience made me lean toward

sight-impaired gain their independence,” Finberg said.
“This gives you another perspective. When you see someone

man was able to gain his independence with this dog and

with a guide dog, you don’t think about all the training

thinking maybe optometry was something I could pursue.”

that went into it. I’ve learned things that I never thought

After enrolling in NSU’s optometry program, Finberg
became a volunteer trainer at Palmetto, Florida-based

about before.” And for her part, Thresa also is learning
invaluable lessons—in helping people. $

NSU HORIZONS

that path of optometry. I started thinking about how this
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UNDER
ONE
ROOF

Additionally, Gordon Broderick, Ph.D.,
leads computational researchers at the NSU
Institute for Neuro-Immune Medicine in the
emerging field of computational biology, and

Mary Ann Fletcher, Ph.D., oversees the research lab and
conducts proteomic and genomic research.
The NSU Institute for Neuro-Immune Medicine joins

other institutes that are housed in the CCR—including
the NSU Cell Therapy Institute; NSU AutoNation Institute for Breast and Solid Tumor Cancer Research; NSU

Rumbaugh-Goodwin Institute for Cancer Research; and
NSU Emil Buehler Research Center for Science, Technol-

ogy, Engineering, and Mathematics. The United States

Geological Survey occupies the first floor of the CCR,

BY MICHELLE F. SOLOMON

Nancy Klimas, M.D., director of the Nova Southeastern
University Institute for Neuro-Immune Medicine, walked
through the halls of the fourth floor at the new Center for
Collaborative Research (CCR) only a few days after the
215,000-square-foot space was completed. Some of the
rooms where clinics would eventually be buzzing with
staff and patients didn’t even have chairs yet. Wet labs
with gleaming metal tables were in the last phases of construction. Yet, Klimas had a clear vision of how things
would look with collaboration at the core.
“Traditionally, people work very separately from one
another,” Klimas explained. In fact, Klimas recalled
working in a number of places where people in the next
hallway were doing very similar science, yet her group
never interacted with them even though they were nearby.
Inside the CCR, Klimas’ clinic was planned strategically. “When you’re sharing the space, the equipment,
everything within the team, then you are really fostering

continuing its partnership with NSU on research involving Everglades restoration.
The CCR also provides wet and dry labs for many of
NSU’s innovative researchers. It includes a General

Clinical Research Center—an outpatient facility that
provides a centralized clinical research infrastructure to
benefit investigators in multiple disciplines, as well. A
technology incubator offers partnerships for innovative
and start-up companies.
George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D., president and chief executive officer of NSU, said that he counted the days from the
groundbreaking on February 13, 2014, up to the ribbon
cutting that took place on September 21, 2016. “NSU joins
an elite group of institutions with a revolutionary research
center. I look forward to the fantastic minds and research
activities that will become part of the CCR and to seeing
this concept come into fruition—collaboration in various
disciplines,’’ he said. “It has been a long road; but, now the
important task is to fill it with the individuals who possess
the minds and the research to see their work fulfilled.”

a collaborative environment.” She explained that with
the scientists being in the same space as the clinic, it also
to see sick people in the waiting room who want you to
give them real answers.”

Also setting the CCR apart is the international biomedical research alliance focused on cell-based medical
research that has been established at the university. The
Continued on page 28
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creates a sense of urgency. “It really does motivate them

INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE
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UNDERSTANDING THE CCR
The Center for Collaborative Research will provide facilities for NSU’s research and offer resources
and leasing space for business and research partners that will benefit the global community. Here
are some of the technologies and a glossary of terms associated with the 215,000-square-foot,
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$80-million center.
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WET LABS: Laboratories that are “moist
zones,” where chemicals, drugs, or other
material or biological matter are tested and
analyzed requiring equipment that allows for
hands-on scientific research and experimentation. The CCR’s wet labs were designed as
open spaces to encourage interaction among
scientists from various disciplines.
DRY LABS: The data gathering heart of the
CCR. Laboratories are “dry zones” where
computer models are developed to analyze or
explain data. Close connection with wet lab
research provides a deep understanding of
the data’s nature, and in some cases, an
opportunity to create new applications.
COMPUTATIONAL RESEARCH: Using the
computer as a research tool, models, systems,
algorithms, and simulations are created in
order to advance medical applications.
TRANSITIONAL RESEARCH: A true interdisciplinary approach to improving health outcomes,
this bench-to-bedside approach takes scientific discoveries and translates them into
practical applications. Discoveries begin at
“the bench” with basic research, in which
scientists study disease at the molecular and
cellular levels, then progress to the clinical
level or the patient’s “bedside.”
TECHNOLOGY INCUBATOR: NSU’s Technology Incubator enables qualified companies
to access leading research, equipment, and
technology, while working with NSU faculty
researchers, undergraduate and graduate
students, and administrators.
PROTEOME: Refers to the entire complement
of proteins, including the modifications made
to a particular set of proteins, produced by an
organism or a cellular system. This will vary
with time and distinct requirements, such as
stresses, that a cell or organism undergoes.

COMPILED BY MICHELLE F. SOLOMON
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GENOMICS: Describes the study of all genes
(the genome), including interactions of those
genes with each other and with the person’s
environment. Genomics includes the scientific
study of complex diseases such as heart
disease, asthma, diabetes, and cancer.
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Continued from page 25

NSU Cell Therapy Institute, with leading medical scientists
from Sweden’s world-renowned Karolinska Institutet, is
investigating how cells can be modified to prevent and
treat cancer, along with stem cell research on regenerating
damaged heart muscles.
Richard Jove, Ph.D., heads up the NSU Cell Therapy
Institute, which maintains a partnership with collaborators from the Karolinska Institutet. This prestigious
Swedish university is globally recognized for its Nobel
Assembly, which annually awards the Nobel Prize in
Physiology or Medicine.
Leading members of the Karolinska faculty serve as

heart-failure patients is Vladimir Beljanski, Ph.D., assistant professor. Additionally, Beljanski is in discussions

CCR, said Hans-Gustaf Ljunggren, M.D., Ph.D., professor

with researchers at the NSU Halmos College of Natural

of medicine and former dean of research at Karolinska.

Sciences and Oceanography about discoveries they had

“By collaborating closely, we can make greater and faster

made with marine organisms that may help him further

cell-based therapies to eradicate disease,” he added.
Shannon Murray, Ph.D., assistant professor at the
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cell research to repair damaged cardiovascular tissues in

visiting professors at NSU and have established labs in the

progress in advancing new and better approaches to using
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Working with his Karolinska counterparts on stem

his stem cell research.
Also working closely with Karolinska colleagues, who
are leading the field of cancer immunotherapy with

institute, said that not only does Karolinska pioneer

genetically modified immune cells, is Adil Duru, Ph.D.,

cutting-edge research, but that some of the most prominent

assistant professor. These immune cells, called natural

researchers in the field of immunology are working with

killer cells, are being reprogrammed to target cancer cells

her on her own studies. She is working with experts from

wherever they may be hiding in the body. “This highly

the Swedish university in the specialized field of cancer

collaborative research with Karolinska medical scientists is

immunotherapy. “My research is highly empowered by

emblematic of the CCR vision and will help transform the

having these collaborators,” she pointed out.

future practice of medicine,” Jove pointed out.

At far left top, the confocal microscope is equipped with three lasers, a transmitted
light detector, and full incubation.
At far left, below, Richard Jove heads up the NSU Cell Therapy Institute.
At left, Jean Latimer, who leads the NSU AutoNation Institute for Breast and Solid
Tumor Cancer Research, discusses an experiment with lab technician Stefanie Sveiven
in the AutoNation/Hunter-Reay Research Lab.

chairman, chief executive officer, and president of AutoNation. “We are proud to join forces with Ryan HunterReay and enhance our commitment to finding a cure for
cancer through the establishment of the NSU AutoNation
Institute for Breast and Solid Tumor Cancer Research.
Cancer research is a cause near and dear to our hearts.”
Alice Jackson was diagnosed with breast cancer in
the summer of 2011. “Finding a cure is so important to
me, because even though I made it, there are so many
others fighting the fight,” she said. “We are confident in
NSU’s abilities to discover better treatments and cures.”
The AutoNation Institute focuses on the following areas:
0	developing diagnostic and therapeutic cancer care

strategies through basic research that can be transREGIONALLY FOCUSED
Jean Latimer, Ph.D., who leads the NSU AutoNation
Institute for Breast and Solid Tumor Cancer Research,
said that having the world-class immunologists just a
stone’s throw away from her research is priceless. “They
are studying how to revitalize the immune system to kill
cancer cells, and the cultures that we create from breast

lated into clinical trials for the cure of breast and
solid tumor cancers
-	developing a tissue repository of solid tumors and

creating tumor and matching nontumor-adjacent
cell lines for further investigation to generate
targeted cancer therapies based on gene expression
/	evaluating the epigenetics (reversible genetic make-

tumors and sarcomas can be used for their research as

up) of cancer cells and determining possible uses of

well as our own,” she said. Latimer envisions a regional

microRNA (the part of the genome that regulates

cancer center with doctors and scientists from the Univer-

gene expression) in blocking their ability to resist

sity of Miami, University of Florida, Cleveland Clinic, and

drugs, which could be used in future treatment

Florida State University all working with scientists in the

protocols for metastatic disease

NSU AutoNation Institute.
“Most noteworthy cancer centers are regional centers
in scope, so that they become a brain trust for the entire
state. That, of course, improves health care for everyone
who has cancer,” she said.
Within the NSU AutoNation Institute is the AutoNation/Hunter-Reay Research Lab. IndyCar racer Ryan
Hunter-Reay’s nonprofit organization, Racing for Cancer,
“My wife, Alice, and I have personally pledged $1 million to cancer research at NSU,” said Mike Jackson,

used consumer products to determine if there is a
possible link to cancer, and educating the public
and regulatory agencies of concerning findings
.	using blood tests to check for specific biomarkers

that could indicate if a patient is predisposed to
cancer and assessing whether patients will be
responsive to chemotherapy
,	analyzing the origin of cancer based on ancestral

and racial disparities in cancer outcomes
Continued on page 30
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Inc., made a donation to name the lab.

3	testing chemicals included in a variety of commonly
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At right, Marc Cannon of AutoNation;
Jacqueline Travisano, executive vice
president and COO at NSU; Ron Assaf,
chairman of NSU’s Board of Trustees;
IndyCar racer Ryan Hunter-Reay; and
Jennifer O’Flannery Anderson, vice president for Advancement and Community
Relations. Below, Stephen Grant, center,
and Jean Latimer in the AutoNation/
Hunter-Reay Research Lab at the NSU
AutoNation Institute for Breast and
Solid Tumor Cancer Research.

Continued from page 29

“As more people and organizations, such as AutoNation,
donate money, and as we garner
more federal funding, our
footprint in the CCR will
increase,” said Latimer. She
likens the synergy at the CCR to
a clubhouse. “It’s a place where we can all meet and work
together,’’ she added.
In addition, the NSU Halmos College of Natural
Sciences and Oceanography researchers are partnering
with the NSU AutoNation Institute to develop natural,
sea-derived drug products.
H. Thomas Temple, M.D., senior vice president of
translational research and economic development at
NSU, said the CCR will also bring in other groups from
outside of the university that will be housed in the building to share in the development of ideas, discoveries,
and technologies.
The third floor of the CCR will house companies from
the private sector, while the fifth floor is earmarked for

into clinical trials that would go into a hospital right on

nonprofit groups. While there have been no announce-

campus,” said Temple.

ments of which companies will enter the space, Temple
said he is looking for firms that are the right fit.
“I can tell you that many of the companies are involved
in things like developing smart collagens, drug develop-

page 43.) “HCA brings an enormous amount of gravitas to
NSU,’’ said Temple. “Having a research facility next to a

candidates goes on. It’s just a matter of time before

major teaching hospital, and all of the things that can be

we work out details to see how everyone fits in.”

developed, puts us on par with other truly dedicated

There’s another addition that has the potential to put
not higher, with some of the most well-regarded research
NSU HORIZONS

tion submitted its final approval for HCA East Florida to
relocate Plantation General Hospital to NSU. (See story on

ment, and clinical trial operations, and the list of solid

NSU and its CCR in a league on the same playing level, if
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In May, Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administra-

institutions. “What is really going to set us apart is President Hanbury’s vision of NSU developing a bench to

research teaching hospitals, of which there is only one
other in the state of Florida.”
Amid all the excitement, the pragmatic surgeon has a
message to deliver. “We need to be patient,’’ said Temple.
“We’re not going to be world class overnight. We’ve laid

bedside initiative. This is where we develop really clever

the foundation for something great. Now we have to

and novel things that are meaningful and parlay those

nurture it.” 0

AROUND NSU
VICE PRESIDENT FOR PUBLIC RELATIONS AND
MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS APPOINTED

DEAN NAMED FOR THE COLLEGE OF
ENGINEERING AND COMPUTING
Yong X. Tao, Ph.D., has been

Kyle Fisher, B.A., is the
vice president for Public

appointed as the founding dean

Relations and Marketing

of NSU’s College of Engineering

Communications at Nova

and Computing.
Tao joins NSU from the University

Southeastern University.
In this newly created position,

of North Texas in Denton, where he

Fisher is providing strategic

served as chair of the Mechanical and

and integrated public relations

Energy Engineering Department

leadership in the areas of advertising, marketing, social

(MEE), was the endowed PACCAR professor of engineering,

media, internal communications, advancement commu-

a distinguished research professor, and director of the

nications, and public relations. She is responsible for the

university’s PACCAR Technology Institute. He led the

university’s efforts to position the NSU brand to internal

growth of MEE programs—the enrollment climbed to approxi-

and external audiences, and to advance the university’s

mately 750 undergraduate students and 80 M.S. and Ph.D.

mission and vision. She is working in conjunction with

students in five years. He was instrumental in securing accred-

NSU’s Office of Advancement and Community Relations

itation for the undergraduate program from the Accredita-

to support NSU’s recently launched philanthropic

tion Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET) and

campaign, Realizing Potential, the largest such camp-

establishing the new Ph.D. program.

aign in the university’s history.
Fisher joins NSU from Robert Morris University in

Tao is a fellow of the American Society of Mechanical
Engineers (ASME). He is also past chair of the Heat Transfer

Pennsylvania, where she served as vice president for

Division of ASME and one of the founders of the American

public relations/marketing and alumni relations. She

Society of Thermal and Fluids Engineers. He is a member

also spent 18 years at Carnegie Mellon University in

of the American Society of Heating Refrigeration and

Pennsylvania, serving her final six years there as associ-

Air-Conditioning Engineers, the American Institute of

ate vice president of institutional advancement with

Aeronautics and Astronautics, and the American Society

responsibilities as chief media relations/marketing

of Engineering Education, as well.

officer and senior creative director.
A member of the Council for the Advancement and

Tao holds two patents (one in the United States and one
in China) and has received more than $15.5 million of

Support of Education, Fisher is also a member of the

research funding from various agencies. Additionally, he

College of University Public Relations Association of

serves as editor in chief of the international journal Heat

Pennsylvania; National Science Foundation Public

Transfer Research, associate editor of the Journal of Science

Relations Network; and the Public Relations Society

and Engineering Applications, and is a reviewer for several

of America Counselors for Higher Education. Fisher

international journals.
His B.S. and M.S. degrees in mechanical engineering

Professional Writing from Carnegie Mellon University,

are from Tongji University in Shanghai, China. Tao re-

and attended University of Chicago as an English

ceived a Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering from the

literature major. n

University of Michigan. n
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received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Creative and
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AROUND NSU
Miami Dolphins Expands Partnership with NSU
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS TO RECEIVE TICKETS TO HOME GAMES
Nova Southeastern University has
teamed up with the Miami Dolphins

Dolphins’ executives speaking

Affairs and dean of the College of

allows current NSU students to

about topics related to careers

Undergraduate Studies, students are

attend all Miami Dolphins home
In addition to free admission to
the Dolphins home games, this
expanded partnership includes access

• leadership and talent development
• t wo paid summer internships with
the franchise that NSU students
can apply for beginning in 2017

excited about the new program.
“Fins Football adds yet another rich
element of campus life for NSU
students. Our recruiters are often
asked if we have a football team.

to internships, career development

With Fins Football, now we can say,

panels, and community service

‘Yes, our team just happens to play on

collaborations. The partnership

Sunday,’ ” he said. “There are more

will have far-reaching benefits

than 4,000 colleges and universi-

for NSU students, said Kyle

ties in the United States. There is

Fisher, B.A., vice president for

only one that offers all of its

NSU’s Division of Public Relations

students season tickets to an NFL

and Marketing Communications.

team—NSU. Fins Football is just

“While ‘Fins Football’ certainly

another in a long line of distinc-

delivers an incredible, new
fan experience for NSU

tions that makes being an NSU
Shark so special.”

students, it also provides

And what is Fins Football

enriched experiences in

without tailgating? With the

the areas of career develop-

start of the 2016 NFL regular

ment and community service.

season, NSU students get

It provides ways for NSU to
partner with, or participate in,

to experience high-energy
tailgating at NSU’s Shark

some of the Dolphins’ major

Village, located at the Hard Rock

service and volunteer initiatives

Stadium. Judging by how fast tickets

in the coming year, as well,”
said Fisher.
NSU HORIZONS

• a lecture series that features

According to Brad A. Williams,
Ed.D., vice president for Student

for a one-of-a-kind partnership that

games for free.
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These experiences will include

are going, students are eager to shout
“Fins Up!” while cheering on their
favorite football team.

Current students can learn more about Fins Football and be a part of the inaugural season by
visiting nova.edu/finsfootball or sending an email to finsfootball@nova.edu.

HORIZONS RECEIVES
SUNSHINE STATE AWARD
NSU’s Horizons magazine took second
place in the trade/specialty category in the
Sunshine State Awards. The statewide
journalism competition recognizes Florida’s
best work, and is sponsored by the Society
of Professional Journalists, South Florida
Pro Chapter. The award was given for the
two Horizons issues published in 2015.
N G
S P R I

Barbara and Craig Weiner examine items on display in the Holocaust Reflection and
Resource Room. Photo courtesy of Susan Stocker/Sun Sentinel
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Previously, Horizons’ 2012 issues took

research images and films linked to the United States Holocaust

second place in that same category during

Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. It also includes a flat-screen

the 2013 Sunshine State Awards. And,

television that plays continuous film clips from the Holocaust period,

Horizons’ 2010 issues won first place in that

historical newspapers, Nazi propaganda material, Holocaust research

category during the 2011 Sunshine State

books, and original artifacts from Nazis and their prisoners.

Awards. The two 2010 issues also won two

In addition, an endowed fund has been established to provide

2011 Communicator Awards given by the

resource materials, maintenance of the room, and support related to

International Academy of the Visual Arts.

special events.

In addition, the same 2010 issues were

For Craig and Barbara Weiner, their dream of creating a space in
South Florida dedicated to Holocaust education led them to the NSU
Alvin Sherman Library. Their relationship with NSU began in the

honored with the Pewter Award in the
Gold Ink Awards.
Horizons magazine is under the direction
of NSU’s Division of Public Relations and

at NSU, and their children attended NSU University School. Their

Marketing Communications and is designed

son later graduated from NSU’s College of Osteopathic Medicine.

and edited by NSU’s Office of Publications.

“Barbara and I could not be happier, nor more honored, than to be
a partner with this outstanding university,” said Craig Weiner. n

Published twice annually, Horizons is distributed to alumni, faculty and staff members,
students, and friends of the university. n
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1980s when Barbara Weiner earned her B.S. in Elementary Education

Craig Weiner is also a member of NSU’s Ambassadors Board.
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Room is now located on the second floor of NSU’s Alvin Sherman
The room—created with a gift from Craig and Barbara Weiner—

ONS
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A Veteran Helping Veterans
BY MARY HLADKY

D

u Hua, Pharm.D., was born in war-ravaged

Vietnam, to a family who had lost everything
and with no means to escape. And yet, improb-

ably, after 11 harrowing tries, he did escape.
Once in the United States, strong will and determination
propelled him to learn English, get an education, and join
the U.S. Navy. His goal, from the moment he saw F-18

Hornets, was to become a fighter pilot. A serious back
injury upended that aspiration. But, in the third seemingly
impossible chapter of his life, Hua found his way to Nova
Southeastern University and a career as a pharmacist.
In his 2012 book about his life story, The Escapes and
My Journey to Freedom, Hua tells of his excitement when
his application to the NSU College of Pharmacy was
accepted and his strong emotion when he graduated in
2001. “As I was putting on my graduation gown, a strange,
inexplicable, special feeling welled up inside of me,” he
wrote. “I was in disbelief that I could have this day.”
Growing up in Vietnam in the 1960s, Hua, 54, never
imagined such a moment. His earliest memories are of the
war: His parents fleeing their village as it fell into commu-

a boat engine running during bona fide escape attempts.
This approach wasn’t foolproof either. One attempt was
thwarted by police. Another ended when a boat owner

and the order that the family return to their village.

reneged, and later was arrested. Then, one day, everything

Bombs had destroyed their home and surrounding fields.

fell into place. This boat owner had agreed to have Hua’s

They struggled to cultivate the bad piece of land assigned to

sister’s husband and their six-year-old son join the other

them. Their lives were reduced to exhaustion and hunger.

100 passengers. The ship moved into open waters.

Amazing news came one day. Hua’s oldest brother, who

The journey soon grew desperate when it became apparent that the navigator had no idea what he was doing. They

had been living with their sister in the seaside town Vung

motored for five days with no sign of land. Heavy storms

Tau, had managed to escape by boat and was now in the

would have swamped the boat if Hua had not brought along

United States. His parents decided that he, too, should go to

water pumps. Food and water ran out, and the fuel would

live with his sister and try to find his own way out.

soon follow. “It was imminent death,” Hua said.

His sister made arrangements many times. But Hua met
NSU HORIZONS

brother’s example and become a mechanic who could keep

nist hands, the Tet Offensive, the fall of Saigon in 1975,

“It was worse than hell,” Hua said in an interview.
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desperate. So they hit on a new plan. He would follow his

With hope all but gone, they saw what appeared to be

with failure repeatedly, as promised boats failed to show

a small island on the horizon. It transformed into a large

or government forces learned of the planned escapes and

ship as they got closer. They assumed they would be cap-

halted them, with Hua barely avoiding arrest or death.

tured, but a man on deck speaking Vietnamese told them

Hua came to realize that he and his sister were dealing
with swindlers interested only in extracting money from the

the Cap Anamur was a ship sent by a Germany-based
humanitarian organization to rescue Vietnamese “boat

Du Hua frequently writes
about his experiences and
often speaks at patriotic
and education events “to
thank our veterans.”

doing maintenance on a fuel tank. Despite
treatment, he has been in constant pain ever since.
He describes the day he separated from the Navy
as one of the saddest of his life.
Because of his physical limitations, a Veterans
Affairs counselor suggested becoming a pharmacist. Hua liked the idea, and liked that he would be
people.” “It was unbelievable,” Hua said. “We were all
but dead up to the point we were rescued. We found life
in death.”
They were transported to Palawan, an island in the
Philippines where thousands of boat people lived in a
refugee camp. His brother-in-law and nephew ended up
in Germany, and were joined later by Hua’s sister and
her other children.
But Hua was determined to reunite with his brother in
the United States, and months passed as his application was
denied and he lost an appeal. His third application was
approved. “I love him dearly. He is everything to me,” Hua
said of his brother. “I had to do all I could.”
His brother and sister-in-law were there to meet him
when Hua, then 20 years old, landed in Houston in 1982.
The scramble was on to learn English, get a GED, and
enroll at Houston Community College, all the while
working part-time jobs. After earning an associate’s degree in computer science, he was hired as a computer
programmer for a nonprofit group. His success in the
United States seemed assured, until he was laid off.
Hua’s new career decision was hardly obvious. Wanting to serve his new country, he joined the U.S. Navy.
He admired a brother who had served in the South Vietnamese army. He also knew the U.S. Navy had rescued
boat people, and maybe he would be able to help people
He reported as an aviation machinist to Naval Air
Station Cecil Field in Jacksonville and maintained F-18s.
He loved the planes, the camaraderie, and the world travel.
It all ended when he broke his back in an accident while

was daunting. Hua was now married with two daughters to
care for, and his coursework was extremely challenging.
When his wife became ill and needed surgery, he feared
he would have to give up.
But NSU allowed him to interrupt his studies to care
for her and welcomed him back when he was able to return.
“Not many schools would do that,” said Hua, who now
lives in Orlando. “That is why I am so grateful to NSU.
The professors were willing to work with you and help
you succeed. The professors—and the curriculum—gave
me a second chance.”
Since graduation, Hua has worked as a pharmacist at
Walgreens, CVS, Publix, and independent pharmacies in
Florida. The work was especially rewarding, he said, when
he assisted veterans. “That is why I stayed in retail,” he said.
“The connection between the veterans and myself—it is
worth everything to me.”
For now, Hua has stopped working to concentrate on
getting more treatment and physical therapy for his back.
“I am still hoping I will feel better and will work again. I
am keeping my license active,’’ he said. “My hope is to get
in a VA setting so I can work with veterans.”
He frequently speaks at patriotic and education events
in a variety of Florida cities, organizations, schools, and
churches “to thank our veterans and urge our people
not to take freedom and democracy for granted,” he said.
“Thank you so much for your service and sacrifice,” he
told veterans and their families attending a recent event
in Longwood, Florida. “Thank you for showing me what
freedom is all about. God bless you and welcome home.” n
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in their dangerous attempts to be free, he said.

able to help military veterans. The path forward
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Alumni Notes
[1970s]
n Beau Bobbitt, Ed.D., ’76, of
Indian Land, South Carolina, has
retired as president for the
Pinnacle Development Group.
n Patricia Sokol, D.P.A., ’79, of
Morriston, Florida, has established her own winery, Sokol
Vineyards, which is now set to
open for wine sales.

[1980s]

NSU HORIZONS

n Ron Pritchard, D.P.A., ’82, of
Merritt Island, Florida, retired as
deputy fire chief and acting fire
chief of the Fort Lauderdale Fire
Department. After moving to
Merritt Island, Pritchard was
elected to the Brevard County
Board of County Commissioners
where he served as chairman
and commissioner.
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n Ana Monagas, M.S., ’86, of
Carlsbad, California, has retired
as a school administrator and
university professor in the Hemet
Unified School District
in California.
n Peter Vlcko, D.O., ’86, of
Wyandotte, Michigan, is the
president of Tatra Consulting,
in Wyandotte, Michigan.

[1990s]
n Brenda Pagliaro, J.D., ’92,
of Coral Springs, is the general
counsel for City Furniture located
in Tamarac.
n Noira Speeler, eM.B.A.,’92,
of Miami, is the president of
Quality Advisors of Florida Corp.
Speeler lives in Talavera de la
Reina, Spain.

n Eduardo Rivas, M.S., ’84, of
Miami, is an assistant professor
in the Department of Higher
Education Leadership and
Organizational Leadership in
NSU’s Abraham S. Fischler
College of Education.

n Aino K. Lautsio-Riccitello,
B.S., ’95, of Lake Worth, Florida,
moderated a workshop at the
Mental Health Counseling
Association of Palm Beach
County focusing on the multidimensional nature of multiculturalism evidenced in the diversity of
the clients during January 2016.

n John D. Pfeiffer, Ed.D., ’85,
retired as an executive officer at
BARC Developmental Services
after having worked in the field
of developmental and intellectual
disabilities for more than 40
years and as an adjunct professor in the Graduate School of
Education and Psychology at
Chestnut Hill College (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania).

n Stuart A. Davidson, J.D., ’96,
recovered $10 million for the
former shareholders of AuthenTec,
Inc., the company that designed
the fingerprint technology used in
Apple iPhones, in a class action in
Brevard County arising out of the
sale of AuthenTec to Apple in 2012.
The settlement represents the second largest merger and acquisition recovery in Florida history.

n Robert Gundling, Ed.D., ’86,
of Alexandria, Virginia, is a
deputy operating officer for
Sunshine Early Learning Center in Washington, D.C.

n Timothy Frost, M.P.A., ’96, of
Lake Worth, Florida, is the owner
and president of Frost Security
Group LLC in Boca Raton, Florida.

n Isaac Soncino, M.S., ’96,
of Sunnyvale, California, is an
executive director for Newton
Center in San Mateo, California.
n Carla Holloman, Ph.D., ’97,
of Tallahassee, Florida, is the
physician and owner of Quincy
Family Medicine Inc.
n Jonathan Miller, Psy.D., ’99,
of Pensacola Beach, Florida, is a
clinical psychologist for the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs
and vice chair on the Florida
Board of Psychology.

[2000s]
n Michael Foster, D.M.D.,
B.S. (PA-C), M.P.H., ’00, of
Kingsport, Tennessee, is an
oral and maxillofacial surgeon
for the Associated Oral and
Implant Surgeons in
Kingsport, Tennessee.
n Robert Hasty, D.O., ’00, of
Eagle, Idaho, is a founding dean
and chief academic officer of
the Idaho College of Osteopathic Medicine.
n James McGovern, M.S., ’01,
of Spotsylvania, Virginia, is a
teacher at Prince William County
Schools System in Virginia.
n Roderick Morgan, Dr.O.T., ’02,
received an honorary doctorate
of osteopathic medicine from
University of Pikeville’s Kentucky
College of Osteopathic Medicine
for his work with family practice
residents in rural home health.
n Wendy Stav, Ph.D., ’02, of
Parkland, Florida, is the managing director for the Occupational
Therapy Program at the Fort
Lauderdale/Davie Campus.

n Tracey Ann Thomas, M.B.A.,
’03, of Pembroke Pines, is the
human resources manager for
PowerWright Technologies, in
North Palm Beach.
n Adrienne Bratcher, Ph.D.,
’06, of Clovis, New Mexico, is
an assistant professor/clinical
supervisor at the Eastern New
Mexico University.
n Marc Greenberg, J.D. ’06,
of Tampa, Florida, recently was
hired by Manitowoc Foodservice
in New Port Richey, Florida, as
in-house counsel responsible for
managing all litigation matters for
the company.
n Lisa Monica, B.S., ’06, of
Miami Gardens, is a teacher
at Norward Elementary, part
of Miami-Dade County
Public Schools.
n Anthony Hamlet, Ed.D.,
’08, has been named the new
Pittsburgh Public Schools
superintendent.
n Michelle Nunez-Mendoza,
M.B.A., ’08, of Miami, has
launched her own business,
Michelle NM Marketing & Copywriting, where she specializes in
B2B copywriting and marketing
services for corporations, small
to mid-sized companies, and
sole proprietors.
n Brian Wright, SLP.D., ’08,
of West Palm Beach, is a
speech-language pathologist
in private practice.

[2010s]
n Marques Armant, M.A., ’10,
of New Orleans, Louisiana, is
the director of Student Support
Services at Arise Academy in
New Orleans.

n Mary Torok, M.S., ’10, of
Largo, Florida, is a therapist
for the Personal Enrichment
through Mental Health Services
in Florida.
n Kim Ottman, M.B.A., ’11,
was promoted to assistant vice
president of claims for GEICO’s
Florida operations. Ottman
began her GEICO career in
1998 as a claims examiner in
Lakeland, and soon advanced
into supervision overseeing
claims service representatives,
personal injury protection
claims, and telephone claims
representatives.
n Kara Stachel, J.D., ’11, of
Pompano Beach, is a managing partner at the Stachel
Law Planning, PLLC in Fort
Lauderdale.
n Josefina Oramas, Ed.D., ’13,
is the director of the Student
Health Center at St. Thomas
University in Miami Gardens.
n Jyoti Thapa, Ph.D., ’13, of
Ireland, is a pediatric programmer co-coordinator, National
Cochlear Implant Programmer at
Beaumont Hospital in Dublin.

n Marie Lourdes Charles,
Ed.D., ’16, of Queens Village,
New York, is an assistant
professor at Pace University.
n Carmen Daz-Colon, Ed.D.,
’16, of Puerto Rico, is a nursing
subgraduate director for the
School of Nursing Medical
Science Campus UPR.
n John Erickson, Jr., Ph.D.,
’16, of North Beach, Maryland,
is a sexual assault investigator
for National Guard Bureau (NGB/
JA-OCI) at Joint Base Andrews,
Maryland.
n Julie Hewitt, Ph.D., ’16,
of Dickeyville, Wisconsin, is
the instructional support
manager at the University of
Wisconsin—Platteville.
n Shelly Lomax, Ph.D., ’16,
of Knoxville, Tennessee, is a
resident optometrist at WJB
Dorn VA Medical Center.
n Paulina Reyna, M.S.,’16, of
Pinecrest, Florida, is currently,
the dean of students at Championship Academy, Davie Campus,
and will be promoted to
principal for the 2016–2017
school year.

n Jacquelyn Small, M.S., ’14,
of Lakeland, Florida, is an
employment and benefits
services manager at the Polk
County Board of County
Commissioners.

n Linoshka Rivera, M.A.,’16,
of Patillas, Puerto Rico, is an
English teacher for the
Department of Education of
Puerto Rico.

n Manon Schladen, Ph.D., ’15,
of Baltimore, Maryland, is
the program director of the
Washington, D.C., Veterans
Affairs Medical Center.

n Patrice Taylor, Ph.D., ’16, of
Pembroke Pines, is a physical
therapist at the Clinic of Sports
Medicine and Physical Therapy
in Jamaica.

George Cabrera, M.S., 2011, president and CEO of ASPIRA
of Florida, Inc., and Brandon L. Hensler, M.S., 2013, APR,
executive director of Public Relations and Marketing Communications at Nova Southeastern University, are among
South Florida’s 40 Under 40 Honorees named by the South
Florida Business Journal. The 40 Under 40 Awards recognize
40 individuals under the age of 40 who have made a significant
impact in their field of expertise, their community, and at their
companies. Cabrera’s degree is in international business
administration from NSU’s H. Wayne Huizenga College of
Business and Entrepreneurship. Hensler’s degree is in conflict analysis and resolution from NSU’s College of Arts,
Humanities, and Social Sciences.

12 LAW ALUMNI SWORN IN
AT SUPREME COURT
Twelve alumni from NSU’s Shepard Broad College of Law
recently were at the U.S. Supreme Court to be sworn in as
lawyers who can practice before the highest court in the
land. The alumni, their guests, and NSU representatives
were escorted into the Supreme Court and seated before
the eight justices.
Alumni admitted to practice and argue before the U.S. Supreme
Court included from Florida: Tara Campion, 2011; Lisa
Goldberg, 1984; Joseph Natiello, 2012; all of Fort Lauderdale;
Emmanuela Charles, 2010, of Jacksonville; Joshua Eggnatz,
2009; and Michael Pascucci, 2008; both of Davie; Michael
Ehren, 2007, of Weston; Steven S. Farbman, 1985, of
Hollywood; Adam Schloss, 2007, of Estero; and Jane G. West,
1998, of St. Augustine; as well as Nathaniel Flinchbaugh,
2011, of Cordova, Tennessee; and Benjamin Lopatin, 2009,
of San Francisco, California.

WANT TO BE FEATURED IN THE ALUMNI NOTES
SECTION OF HORIZONS MAGAZINE?
Share your news with us.
The NSU Alumni Association wants to know what you’ve
been up to! Share any achievements and milestones in your
career, your family, and your personal life, as well as any
community pursuits.
To send in your news, visit nova.edu/alumni and click on
the Share link to share your news, update your alumni
records, or submit an item to Alumni Notes. You can also
email alumni@nova.edu. We can’t wait to hear from you.
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n Natalie Whitcomb, Ed.D.,
’15, of Lakeland, Florida, is a
professor at Polk State College.

AWARDS
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REALIZING
New Funds of Note Through June 30, 2016

FOR OUR STUDENTS
n ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS
SUSIE AND ALAN B. LEVAN
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Donors: Susie and Alan B. Levan
College/Center: NSU H. Wayne Huizenga
College of Business and Entrepreneurship
Purpose: Scholarships for business college
students pursuing a degree in real estate
development or finance
DR. HAL LIPPMAN ENDOWED
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Donors: The Community Foundation for
Greater Atlanta, upon the recommendation of
Dr. Robert Pickron—The Pickron Family Fund of
the Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta,
Nita and Rupesh R. Shah, Kiran Malavia, and
Dr. Ashok K. Patel
College/Center: NSU College of
Dental Medicine
Purpose: Scholarships for predoctoral
students enrolled in the dental college
JO ANN CREMATA
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Donor: Jo Ann Cremata
College/Center: NSU Halmos College of
Natural Sciences and Oceanography
Purpose: Scholarships for students with a
cumulative NSU GPA of at least 3.0 who are
undergraduates in the Halmos College

NSU HORIZONS

LYNDA LEGGETT MOORE MEMORIAL
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Donors: Assured Partners, Inc. and several
others in memory of Lynda Leggett Moore
College/Center: NSU H. Wayne Huizenga
College of Business and Entrepreneurship
Purpose: Provide scholarships for undergraduate students who are pursuing a
Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting
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KIDS CAN FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP
FOR THE ARTS ENDOWED FUND
Donors: Kids Can Foundation together with
Jonathan and Rebecca Bratter
College/Center: NSU University School
Purpose: Provide scholarships to NSU
University School students with academic merit
and financial need who participate in extracurricular, arts-related activities at NSU University
School (Preference given to students who are
active in community service.)
DRS. TERI AND BRAD WILLIAMS
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Donor: Brad A. Williams, Ed.D.
College/Center: NSU College of Arts,
Humanities, and Social Sciences
Purpose: Scholarships for students who
are pursuing a Master of Science in
College Student Affairs

n NONENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS
CASTLE GROUP PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Donor: James and Cathy Donnelly
College/Center: NSU H. Wayne Huizenga
College of Business and Entrepreneurship
Purpose: Scholarships for students who are
pursuing a minor in property management
APOTEX SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Donor: Apotex Corp.
College/Center: NSU College of Pharmacy
Purpose: Funding for 2016 summer and
fall internships
FRIENDS OF JOE PINEDA (FOJ)
CHANGING LIVES SCHOLARSHIP
Donors: Nicholas Castaldo and Paul Sallarulo
College/Center: NSU H. Wayne Huizenga
College of Business and Entrepreneurship
Purpose: Scholarships for undergraduate
students in the business college
JANA HANBURY M.S.N., R.N.
CHANGING LIVES SCHOLARSHIP
Donor: Dr. George L. Hanbury II
College/Center: NSU College of Nursing
Purpose: Scholarships for graduate students
in the nursing college

HYBRID D.P.T.
CHANGING LIVES SCHOLARSHIP
Donor: Dr. Mary J. Blackinton
College/Center: NSU College of
Health Care Sciences
Purpose: Scholarships for graduate students
in the Hybrid Doctor of Physical Therapy
Program at the NSU Tampa Campus
MARINE INDUSTRY
CHANGING LIVES SCHOLARSHIP IN
MEMORY OF FRANK HERHOLD
Donor: Marine Industries Association of
South Florida
College/Center: NSU Halmos College of
Natural Sciences and Oceanography
Purpose: Scholarships for graduate students
studying marine and environmental science
MELISSA C. RUIDIAZ
CHANGING LIVES SCHOLARSHIP
Donor: Melissa C. Ruidiaz
College/Center: NSU College of Engineering
and Computing
Purpose: Scholarships for undergraduate
students in the college
CAHSS ALUMNI
CHANGING LIVES SCHOLARSHIP
Donor: Dr. Honggang Yang
College/Center: NSU College of Arts,
Humanities, and Social Sciences
Purpose: Scholarships for graduate
students in the college
RUBY AND SHIRE PATEL
CHANGING LIVES SCHOLARSHIP
Donor: Ruby Garg Patel and Shire Patel
College/Center: NSU Shepard Broad
College of Law
Purpose: Scholarships for graduate
students in the law college
MICHAEL A. PEREZ
CHANGING LIVES SCHOLARSHIP
Donor: William D. Perez
College/Center: NSU Shepard Broad
College of Law
Purpose: Scholarships for graduate
students in the law college

POTENTIAL
ERNIE’S HEART
CHANGING LIVES SCHOLARSHIP
Donor: Kristina Lucia
College/Center: NSU College of
Health Care Sciences
Purpose: Scholarships for students in
the college
DRS. DAJUANE AND TAMARA ANDERSON
CHANGING LIVES SCHOLARSHIP
Donor: Dr. Tamara Nicole Anderson
College/Center: NSU Abraham S. Fischler
College of Education
Purpose: Scholarships for students in
the college
VIRGINIA KELLER
CHANGING LIVES SCHOLARSHIP
Donor: Steve Focazio
College/Center: Athletics
Purpose: Scholarships for student-athletes
ALIYA & ADAM KHAN
CHANGING LIVES SCHOLARSHIP
Donor: Shahabudeen Karamat Khan
College/Center: NSU Shepard Broad
College of Law
Purpose: Scholarships for 2L students in
the law college

FOR OUR FACULTY AND 21ST
CENTURY EDUCATION
n ENDOWED FUNDS

n NONENDOWED FUNDS
ADULTS WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES LEGAL CLINIC
Donor: The Taft Foundation
College/Center: NSU Shepard Broad
College of Law
Purpose: Provide pro bono legal services to
adults and families with intellectual and
developmental disabilities, outreach and
community education through the law college,
and partnerships within and beyond NSU;
help facilitate systemic changes and address
legislative strategies to improve the legal rights
and standard of living for this population
DONNELLY FAMILY PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM FUND
Donor: James and Cathy Donnelly
College/Center: NSU H. Wayne Huizenga
College of Business and Entrepreneurship
Purpose: Support the development,
marketing, and promotion of the property
management minor
LIBRARY HOLOCAUST REFLECTION ROOM
CAPITAL FUND
Donor: Craig and Barbara Weiner
College/Center: Alvin Sherman Library,
Research, and Information Technology Center
Purpose: To create, furnish, and equip a new
space on the second floor of the library that
will become the Craig and Barbara Weiner
Holocaust Reflection and Resource Room

EARLY CHILDHOOD
Donor: The A. L. Mailman Family Foundation, Inc.
College/Center: NSU Mailman Segal Center
for Human Development
Purpose: For innovative early childhood
research; programming; or community
outreach—with a focus on strengthening
programming, practice, or policy for young
children and their families, especially those
facing challenges of poverty, illness, disability,
or histories of trauma
NSU ART MUSEUM—BEAUX ARTS—
YOUTH EDUCATION FUND
Donors: Beaux Arts
College/Center: NSU Art Museum
Fort Lauderdale
Purpose: To support educational programming for young people
GIGA TRAVEL FUND
Donor: American Genetic Association, Inc.
College/Center: NSU Halmos College of
Natural Sciences and Oceanography
Purpose: Travel and accommodations for
NSU students chosen by the Global Invertebrate
Genomics Alliance to attend the inaugural Global
Biodiversity Genomics Conference to be held in
Washington, D.C., in November 2016
VETERANS RESOURCE CENTER FUND
Donor: Terry Mularkey, UBS Financial Services,
upon the recommendation of W. Scott Parker, Jr.,
and Dr. Elaine M. Wallace
College/Center: Office of the Provost/
Academic Affairs
Purpose: To equip and run the Veterans
Resource Center, currently located in the
Rosenthal Building on the NSU Fort
Lauderdale/Davie Campus

A donor can name a Changing Lives Scholarship with a gift of $1,000 each year for five years. For $5,000 paid
each year for five years into NSU’s endowment, a donor can create a named scholarship, research, faculty
support, or program fund designed to last for generations. For more information, please call (954) 262-1209.
Students interested in scholarship opportunities can go to nova.edu/financialaid/scholarships.
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AUTONATION CANCER INSTITUTE
SUSTAINING FUND
Donors: AutoNation, Inc. and Racing for
Cancer, Inc.
College/Center: NSU AutoNation Institute for
Breast and Solid Tumor Cancer Research
Purpose: Support faculty and graduate student
salaries, purchase critical equipment, and provide
research seed money for cancer prevention and
treatment resistance research

CRAIG AND BARBARA WEINER FAMILY
FOUNDATION ENDOWED FUND
Donor: Craig and Barbara Weiner
College/Center: Alvin Sherman Library,
Research, and Information Technology Center
Purpose: Provide resource materials for the
Craig and Barbara Weiner Holocaust Reflection
and Resource Room, maintain the room, and
support special events
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Paula Anderson-Worts, D.O., has led a medical
team to her native country annually for about 16 years.

Associate Professor Leads by Example
with Medical Missions to Jamaica
BY KATHLEEN KERNICKY

W

hen second-year medical student Vatche

physicians. They set up makeshift examination rooms

Melkonian volunteered to spend winter break

inside churches, schools, and activity centers where the

on a medical outreach mission in Jamaica,

professionals saw about 1,000 patients in 5 days.

he didn’t know he would witness the healing power of

Paula Anderson-Worts, D.O.
For 16 years, the associate professor at NSU’s College
of Osteopathic Medicine has led medical students, faculty
members, physicians, and health care professionals to

NSU HORIZONS

some of the poorest communities on the Caribbean island,
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On the first day, under Anderson-Worts’ guidance,
Melkonian applied osteopathic manipulative treatment to
patients who included a woman in chronic pain from a
shortened psoas muscle. The relief was almost immediate.
“Dr. Anderson-Worts is amazing,” Melkonian said.
“When I got stuck on a patient, she would ask, ‘what do you

where they provide free medical services twice a year.

think it could be?’ She asked questions to help me come to

Last December, Anderson-Worts took 30 students on a

my own conclusions. That set the scene for the rest of the

one-week trip to Jamaica’s Westmoreland Parish, a rural,

trip,’’ he said.

agricultural-farming region about 120 miles west of the
capital of Kingston.
The mission included doctors from around the country—
some as far away as Alaska—who served as attending

“The real-world application of healing a patient with
your hands is exciting. All of a sudden everything clicks
and falls into place. It’s that point in medicine where you
reach harmony between the educational and the practical

aspects,’’ Melkonian added. “By the second day, it was

farm their own land. They have no transportation. The

obvious to me that this was where I’m supposed to be

people are so thankful. Word gets around. They count on

in my life.”

us coming there twice a year.”

To students like Melkonian, Anderson-Worts leads

Urvi Patel, a second-year NSU medical student,

by example—committed to quality care, community

volunteered for the mission because of an interest in

outreach, and teaching life lessons that could never be

global health and community outreach. “It was reward-

learned in a classroom.

ing to be able to take what we learned and what we were
tested on and actually apply it in a real-world setting,”

NUMBER OF STUDENTS DOUBLED
Since 2001, Anderson-Worts has led 20 medical outreach

Patel said. “More than that, it reminded us of why we
wanted to become doctors in the first place, and that the

missions to Jamaica, the country where she was born.

rigor of medical school is completely worth it if we can

Besides students and attending physicians, the trips often

make a difference.”

include health care professionals such as dentists, optom-

Anderson-Worts decided she would make a difference

etrists, pharmacists, nurses, and occupational and physical

first by becoming a doctor and later through community

therapists. All are volunteers. Since Anderson-Worts’ first

outreach. Her family moved from Jamaica to Miami when

mission to Jamaica, the number of medical students who

she was two years old. At age eight, she knew she wanted to

participate has almost doubled—from 16 to 30 on the last

become a doctor. Her mother, Millicent Anderson, was a

winter trip.
On each medical mission, the group usually travels to
three sites a day, treating patients—who range from
pediatric to geriatric—with a variety of ailments. Many
have recurrent issues such as hypertension, allergies, or
diabetes. Some are farmers and laborers with joint pain.
Students take patient histories, check vital signs, conduct
physicals, and organize treatment plans. On the recent trip,
they examined children with upper respiratory infections.
They conducted cardiac exams, listening for murmurs or
signs of mitral stenosis and insufficiency. They applied their
osteopathic manipulative treatment (OMT) skills.
“The first day, the students are very nervous and slow,”
Anderson-Worts said. “By the second or third day, they
quickly get the rhythm of the volume and diversity. They’re

Many of the residents who are examined have no access to health care.

able to take into account the difference in culture. They get
a lot of patient exposure in a short period of time. It helps

nurse at Osteopathic General Hospital, the forerunner of

build their confidence and apply what they learn in the

the Southeastern College of Osteopathic Medicine and

classroom to a clinical setting.”

NSU’s College of Osteopathic Medicine.

Bruce Peters, D.O., professor at NSU’s College of
Osteopathic Medicine and director of medical education at

Anderson-Worts graduated from the University of
Miami with a bachelor’s degree in biology in 1988. She
graduated from NSU’s College of Osteopathic Medicine in

has participated in the Jamaica missions since 2009. “Many

1994, and earned a master’s degree in public health at NSU

of these communities have no access to health care,” Peters

in 2002. She met her husband, Edgar Worts, an engineering

said. “They’re up in the mountains. The roads aren’t

student and football player, at the University of Miami.

developed. The infrastructure isn’t there. Many of them

They were married in 1998.
Continued on next page
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Bethesda Memorial Hospital in Boynton Beach, Florida,
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For several years, Paula AndersonWorts, below at right, has led
medical students, faculty members,
physicians, and health care professionals to some of the poorest
communities in Jamaica to provide
free medical services. Urvi Patel,
seen taking a patient’s medical
history at right (in blue), is one of
those students.

In between college and
medical school, AndersonWorts worked as a medical
assistant for a family
medicine practitioner.
“That experience influenced
my decision to look at
family medicine,” she said.
“I liked the fact that you can
develop a long-term
relationship with your patients. You might take care of
the mom, dad, and the children. I love that kind of
relationship building.”
After completing her residency in family medicine at
Sun Coast Hospital in Largo, Florida, Anderson-Worts
joined NSU’s faculty in 1997. In addition to teaching at
NSU, she is the program director of the family medicine
residency and traditional rotating internship at Broward
Health Medical Center.
Anderson-Worts’ first visit specifically to Westmoreland
Parish was in December 2010. “The great joy of giving back
to my country is very special. It’s very fulfilling to know
that I can help people there.”
During summer missions to Jamaica, Anderson-

“She teaches students the entire process of organizing such

Worts brings her 14-year-old son, Alexander Worts.

a mission—every step of the way,” he said. “She empowers

Her mother also travels with them at times, and serves

them. If there are problems, she encourages them to find

as a great support.

solutions. Because of her, students will one day be able to

“My philosophy about health is prevention,” AndersonWorts said. “I went into medicine to help educate and
prevent illness. At first, I believed [the missions] just came

are clinically and how resourceful and compassionate

from a desire to serve mankind. Over time, what perpetu-

they are.”
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ates that desire is that you’re getting so much back from the
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establish their own missions in other countries,’’ he added.
“When I see these students later, I see how far ahead they

Indeed, Melkonian and Patel plan to follow Anderson-

people you serve. They are so appreciative. You don’t feel

Worts’ example and continue “passing that down to future

like you’re doing very much at all, and they make you feel

physicians,” Melkonian said. “Dr. Anderson-Worts

like you’re giving so much more.”

motivated me to continue seeking opportunities of

Anderson-Worts is creating a foundation for future
doctors to continue community outreach, said Peters.

community service,” Patel said. “I am truly inspired to
one day organize a trip like this.” n

AROUND NSU
HOSPITAL’S RELOCATION TO NSU COMBINES RESEARCH, ACADEMICS
Broward County’s first hospital to combine research,

In alignment with the certificate of need, Plantation

academics, and patient care will be built on Nova South-

General Hospital will relocate 200 of its 264 licensed beds

eastern University’s Fort Lauderdale/Davie Campus.

to the new hospital, with specialties including acute care,

An administrative law judge backed a preliminary

psychiatry, pediatrics, and neonatal. A stand-alone emer-

decision by Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administra-

gency department and space for outpatient surgery would

tion (AHCA) to approve HCA East Florida’s “certificate

remain in Plantation at the hospital’s current location.

of need” application to relocate Plantation General Hosp-

The first phase of this project was completed in 2015

ital to the NSU campus. The judge’s decision included a

when HCA East Florida built the first freestanding

recommendation for AHCA to issue the certificate of need.

emergency department in Davie. The hospital will be built

This is a major step toward achieving NSU’s Vision 2020,

around the existing emergency department, located in

and a major accomplishment by HCA East Florida.

the University Park Plaza on University Drive, just south
of NSU’s Health
Professions Division
complex. HCA East
Florida will privately
own and operate the
hospital. Consistent with
its other facilities, no public
funds will be utilized in
the construction of
the hospital.
The $220-million,
new hospital—which
will be 6.7 miles away
from the Plantation
location, will have five
stories with an attached
parking garage. Construc-

The 200-bed community hospital will serve South

tion could begin during 2017, with the new facility possibly

Florida as a teaching and research facility integrated with

opening in 2018, according to George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D.,

NSU’s clinics, research centers, and clinical trials. This

NSU president and chief executive officer.

milestone addition, coupled with this year’s opening of

The hospital will be part of an “academical village”
that includes the university, a teaching hospital, and a

page 24), will provide students and faculty members with

research facility. It will be a “real destination” for students,

expanded opportunities for research and training. These

patients, and even medical tourism, Hanbury said, point-

will include osteopathic (D.O.) and allopathic (M.D.)

ing out that one day it will also include a hotel, conference

medicine programs, pharmacy, dental, nursing, optom-

center, residential complex, and retail component. “I

etry, biomedical engineering, business, law, the health

think it’s going to be transformational for Broward

care sciences, and other fields of study.

County,” he added. n
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NSU’s Center for Collaborative Research (see story on
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Background photo credit: ESO

Professor Shares a Fascination for Astronomy with Students
BY KATHLEEN KERNICKY

O

n display in his office, Stefan Kautsch, Ph.D.,
keeps a model of the Star Wars Millennium

guren, citing his use of props to help explain concepts in

Falcon starship, an iconic symbol evoking myster-

physics and astronomy as always helpful and also enter-

ies that have shadowed scientists for centuries. What’s out

taining. “It’s evident that he truly enjoys teaching.” Kautsch

there? Are there undiscovered planets? Are humans alone

inspired Echeguren to conduct a research project, A Guide

in the universe?
For Kautsch, an astrophysicist and associate professor

host stars, but don’t orbit the sun.) Echeguren presented her

ography, the fascination with far-away galaxies began early.

research at NSU’s 2015 Undergraduate Student Symposium.

“I’ve been interested in astronomy since I was a young child.

“Given that Dr. Kautsch’s research interests are in

It was always naturally there,” said Kautsch, who teaches

astronomy and my own are in biology, I felt that he played

astrophysics and physics classes with a research focus on

a pivotal role in bridging any gap in my knowledge that

dark matter, galaxies, and morphology.

would have been a hindrance while working on this
project,” said Echeguren, who plans to pursue a career

that fascinated me. I had Lego spaceship models. I think the

in medicine. “Working on this project with Dr. Kautsch

Lego spaceship program was a big motivator at the time,”

definitely sparked my own interest in astronomy. I have a

said Kautsch, a native of Austria who earned his Ph.D. in

newfound appreciation for the field.”

astronomy from the University of Basel, Switzerland.
In the classroom, his passion for astronomy is viral—
NSU HORIZONS

to Exoplanets, that would help create a reference guidebook
for future space travelers. (Exoplanets are planets that orbit

at NSU’s Halmos College of Natural Sciences and Ocean-

Growing up, “I didn’t have a telescope. I had a book, and
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“He makes his classes fun and interesting,” said Eche-

Reflecting awareness and teaching the importance of
astronomy study remains Kautsch’s goal. “My academic

engaging students from different majors who seek out his

mission is the integration of research, teaching, and service,

Introduction to Astronomy class. “I believe it’s his passion

which I do by involving my students in research,” said

for astronomy that sets him apart as a desirable professor,”

Kautsch, who helped develop a galaxy morphology app

said Rosario Echeguren, B.S., 2015, a biology major who

used by his students and at community events. “When I’m

took the course.

using the app in my classes, I can teach, provide a hands-on

Stefan Kautsch discusses research on
galaxy data with NSU students (from left,
Hoang [Gwen] Bui, Lennox Francis, and
Stephanie Hamilton) who are looking at
the photograph archive of the European
Southern Observatory.

The mass of dark matter is what gives
galaxies their different types of shapes,
known as morphology. “Dark matter is
responsible for shaping the morphology
of galaxies, and this is what I study with
my students and in my international
collaboration,” Kautsch said.
Recently, Kautsch presented research
research opportunity, and simultaneously use my students’

in Munich, Germany, at the Discs in Galaxies 2016

data for my research. It’s a teaching and research tool.”

conference of the European Southern Observatory (ESO),

Computer science major Lennox Francis is working

an intergovernmental and technology organization in

with Kautsch to improve the app. “I got involved with this

astronomy. With advanced technology and research

project because I was inherently fascinated by astronomy

techniques, the study of astronomy, space exploration,

and astrophysics and with what Dr. Kautsch was doing,”

and the search for undiscovered planets remains pivotal,

said Francis, who got hooked after taking Introduction

Kautsch said.

to Astronomy.
“The way Dr. Kautsch talked about the stars, galaxies,

“Astronomy is in a golden age,” he said. “And, it is an
essential component of STEM education, because it highly

and planets and how they relate to each other in the

engages students and the public. This is why many univer-

universe inspired me to want to contribute to the field,”

sities nationwide invest in astrophysical research and

said Francis, a junior in the NSU College of Engineering

education, or start astronomy programs, because it is so

and Computing. “I see astronomy as a study of the history

important.” The National Science Foundation (NSF) has

of everything. Astronomy has a remarkable ability to unite

declared astrophysics as one of its major “research frontiers”

all of the other fields of science.”

for “increased support in order to answer pressing chal-

Earlier this year, Kautsch received the Lunar and
Meteorite Certification presented by the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). This may one

lenges of our civilization,” he added, quoting the May 2016
issue of Science magazine.
“Astronomy is considered the oldest science of human

day enable him to “borrow’’ moon rock and meteorite

kind. We use the stars to navigate—that’s applied astron-

samples from NASA’s historic Apollo missions, which he

omy. We use astronomy in agriculture; because without

hopes to incorporate into his classes.

understanding the concepts of the seasons, it would be

Celestial objects are yet another way to engage students
in the science of astronomy and the mysteries of the moon,

impossible to know when to plant or harvest—that’s
applied astronomy,” Kautsch pointed out.
“It’s important to understand that all astronomical

and galaxy morphology. “Dark matter is the biggest mys-

research—even research that seems to be far away—has

tery in the universe,” he said. “Space is filled with dark

been converted pretty quickly into applications,’’ he added.

matter. It has gravitational traction; we all know it’s there.
But we cannot see it, and no one knows the nature of it.”

“Whenever there was a big discovery in astronomy, there
was a link to a big step in the progress of human society.”

NSU HORIZONS

said Kautsch, whose research revolves around dark matter
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A Passion for

Space
BY KATHLEEN KERNICKY

Vladimir Zeltsman’s interest in space
includes a visit to Buehler Planetarium
and Observatory.

Allen said the project is making

team, and the chess team. (He has

the moon, the stars—and the Red

progress. “After several discussions,

played chess since second grade.)

Planet. The 16-year-old junior at NSU’s

I’m working with Vladimir on a project

He is learning to speak Chinese and

Vladimir Zeltsman is shooting for

University School is working with a

involving a Mars human descent

understands Russian. He is active

NASA scientist (and NSU alumna) to

vehicle,” Allen said. “He has taken

in Boy Scouts. He has participated

help design a landing system for a

the initiative to learn software that

in the Fairchild Challenge, a competi-

manned mission to Mars.

we use at NASA and … figured out

tion NASA created to test which

how to make it work. The project is

edible plants can grow and thrive in

progressing nicely.”

space. His parents are NSU alumni—

Zeltsman is part of USchool’s
ASPIRE program, which teams
students with mentors in the field so

Zeltsman’s design includes four

his mother, Nellie Sinkin-Zeltsman,

they can explore career options before

pods, two unmanned pods for food and

received her Pharm.D. in 1996 from

they enter college. He is working on a

equipment and two pods as “habitats”

NSU’s College of Pharmacy; his father,

Real Investigation Science Experience

for four astronauts. Because of the

Marat Zeltsman, received his D.O.

(RISE)—one of the program’s four

atmospheric challenges of landing on

in 2002 from NSU’s College of Osteo-

modes of exploration—with Gale J.

Mars, “one idea is that the spacecraft

pathic Medicine.

Allen, D.B.A., a deputy chief scientist at

would land on Phobos, which is one of

Although ASPIRE is not linked to

NASA in Washington, D.C., and a 2002

Mars’ moons, and create a settlement

Zeltsman’s school work, the projects

graduate of the doctoral program in

there, and then fly from Phobos to

are a plus on college applications.

business administration from NSU’s

Mars,” Zeltsman said, adding that, “if I

(He hopes to attend Massachusetts

H. Wayne Huizenga College of Business

had the chance, I would go to NASA

Institute of Technology.)

and Entrepreneurship.

and help them build this.”

Setting his sights on a mission to
Mars, Zeltsman was paired with Allen
last year after a presentation she gave

The high school junior says he
always wanted to be an astronaut.
“I also want to be the person who

“Colleges are looking for students
involved in entrepreneurial projects
and who give back through community
service,” said David Spangler, Ph.D.,

to students about NASA. The two

designs and builds [the spacecraft].

director of community collaboration

would Skype every week and discuss

After that, I want to be the director

and the ASPIRE program at NSU

project ideas. “The general idea was

of NASA,” said Zeltsman, whose

University School. “Dr. Allen has given

space related, but we didn’t know

eyes have been on the stars since

Vladimir access to NASA training

exactly what at first,” said Zeltsman,

he can remember.

materials; publications; and cutting-

who likes to spend summer breaks at
Space Camp in Huntsville, Alabama.
“Dr. Allen gave me ideas and

“In prekindergarten, I remember
vividly learning about space and the

microgravity, and things that interest

stars. I had a jungle gym in my

him. This has created a wonderful

suggestions and sent me materials as

backyard, and I would spend hours

a starting point. As I did more research,

imagining it was a spaceship,” he said.

I became more interested in Mars.

edge information about space travel,

“I was always very interested in space. I

learning opportunity,” Spangler said.
“Vladimir is very focused and dedicated
to making this work.”

From there, we started talking about

grew up watching shuttle launches. If a

“This is my first experience work-

creating a landing system for Mars.

book had anything to do with space, I’d

ing with NASA,” said Zeltsman, who

I’ve designed a concept, and I’m in the

be the most attentive one in the class.

plans to pursue double majors in

process of making it,” said Zeltsman,

When I got to middle school and high

aerospace and mechanical engineer-

who plans to create a 3-D model on

school, robotics gave me more of the

ing in college, then pick up graduate

his computer. “If I need help with

engineering background.”

and information.”

At USchool, Zeltsman is a member
of the robotics team, varsity rowing

degrees in both aerospace mechanical
engineering and business administration. “It has been inspiring.” n
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anything, Dr. Allen provides resources
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NSU UNIVERSITY SCHOOL
NSU UNIVERSITY SCHOOL STUDENTS RECOGNIZED AT 2016 SILVER KNIGHT AWARDS
BY KATHLEEN KERNICKY

When Sophie Septoff received

and president of Innovations Dance Theatre. She choreo-

gory of music and dance, she vowed

graphed productions of The Mystery of Edwin Drood and

to work harder to ensure other

Spamalot, and she received a South Florida Cappie Award.

children won’t endure what she did

She also was an AP Scholar with Distinction, a National

growing up with a disability and a

Merit Commended Scholar, and vice president of the French

desire to dance. A graduate of NSU

National Honor Society.

University School, Septoff was one

all of our dramatic and musical presentations. She is a real

prize by the Miami Herald and El Nuevo Herald.

leader, both in and out of the classroom,” said Karen Martin,
M.S.T., associate director of student services for NSU Uni-

ability, I see a lot of things that a lot of people don’t see,

versity School. Septoff now attends Georgetown University in

ironically,” said Septoff, a dancer/choreographer who is

Washington, D.C., majoring in justice and peace studies, with

legally blind and who designed a program for visually

a minor in performing arts. She plans to continue to work

impaired students who want to learn the art of dance.

with people with disabilities.

“Just having this recognition made me feel more of a
responsibility to help others.”
Septoff started Dance in the Light at the Lighthouse of

NSU University School students Michelle Langone and
Rachel Bomser each received an honorable mention at the
Silver Knight Awards ceremony. Langone was recognized in

Broward, a resource for the visually impaired community.

the drama category and Bomser was cited in the category

She also taught the program at a summer camp in Provi-

of world languages.

dence, Rhode Island, where she was attending a theater

NSU HORIZONS

“Sophie was very involved in school life and participated in

of 30 outstanding high-school seniors awarded the 2016
“From my experiences growing up with a ‘hidden’ dis-
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At NSU University School, Septoff was a founding member

the Silver Knight Award in the cate-

Students are nominated by their schools for the 58-year-

program at Brown University. “It’s my firm belief that

old Silver Knight Award, and winners are selected by a

physical activity and creative outlets are imperative in the

panel of judges. Winners take home $2,000, a medallion,

development of a visually impaired student. Dance was

and a Silver Knight statue. Runners-up receive $500 and

always my outlet,” said Septoff.

an engraved plaque. n

NEWS
NSU UNIVERSITY SCHOOL NAMES DIRECTOR OF ITS UPPER SCHOOL
Scott Fech, Ph.D., has

at the University of Chicago Laboratory School from

been named the new director

2012–2015. Fech also has served in a number of admin-

of the Upper School of NSU

istrative positions in the Grayslake Community High

University School, following

School District in Illinois, including two years as princi-

a comprehensive search

pal of Grayslake North High School. From 2002–2008,

process that included parent

Fech was the principal of Bishop Noll Institute in

surveys; committee meet-

Hammond, Indiana.

ings; faculty, staff and

With a B.S. in Education from Indiana University,

student input; interviews;

Fech earned an M.S. in Education from Purdue Univer-

and candidate feedback.

sity—Calumet in Indiana, a Master of Theological Studies

Fech comes to USchool from the University of Chicago

from the University of St. Michael’s College in Toronto,

Laboratory Schools, where he was director of educational

and a Ph.D. in Educational Administration from Loyola

programs. Previously, he was the high school principal

University in Chicago. n

YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS PLACE AT NATIONAL COMPETITION
The NSU University School Junior Achievement Alpha
Essentials team won third place in the JA Company of the Year
Category at Junior Achievement’s National Student Leadership
Summit. Each team member—Andrew Hurowitz, Cole Becker,
Alexis Bogomolni, Evan Gutkin, and Alexander Shuster—also
won a $1,000 scholarship.
The students’ company created the Kar Kit, a convenient bag
of car safety and personal essentials. The kit includes 12 items—
a window breaker/seatbelt cutter tool, first aid kit, tire gauge, hand
wipes, tissues, deodorant, LED flashlight keychain, stain remover,
breath freshener, rain poncho, multifunction pocket survival tool,
and anti-texting/driving pledge card.
The competition brought together 75 of the best Junior Achievement fellows from across the United States. For three days, the
students participated in high impact Junior Achievement experitraining, and practicing their presentation skills. The students
even presented their company’s product or service to members of
Congress during the Entrepreneurship Expo on Capitol Hill. n

Andrew Hurowitz shows off the Kar Kit, which won the
student-run JA Fellows Team several top awards.

NSU HORIZONS

ences including learning how to network, getting social media
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National Baseball Champions Ready for New Season
BY WALTER VILLA

T

here is a change happening with the Nova Southeast-

Peppa. They became part of the team and were hung in the

ern University baseball program.

middle of the NSU dugout for the final three games in what

“Recruiting has been very positive,” baseball head

coach Greg Brown, B.S., M.B.A., said as he prepares for the

became a 5-0 run through the D2 World Series.
The players later added three more plush toys to their

2017 season. “There’s more NSU brand recognition than

dugout collection. “Ref and Peppa broke the ice,” said NSU

ever before.”

right fielder Kavan Thompson, who estimated that he and

Indeed, those are the types of things that happen when
you win the first Division II national championship in

his teammates used about $120 worth of gift cards and cash
to bag their winnings. “Then they got some friends.”

program history, which occurred this past summer in Cary,
North Carolina. NSU’s title hunt culminated with an 8-6
win over Millersville (Pennsylvania), but it was more than
just the baseball championship claimed by the Sharks.
Brown was named the Division II National Coach of the
Year by the American Baseball Coaches Association.
In addition, three NSU players were drafted by Major
League Baseball. Along the way, the sixth-ranked Sharks
(44-16) also won over many of the fans in Cary, and they
nearly cleaned out the city’s collection of stuffed animals,
spending hours playing the Claw Crane at the local
Dave & Buster’s.
Here’s the back story: Halfway through the Division II
World Series, NSU’s players convinced their coaches to have
a team dinner at Dave & Buster’s in the Cary Towne Center.
While the coaches played air hockey, they heard some roars
from the players by the Claw Crane. Brown went over to

may mean nothing. But to the Sharks, this was all part of

make sure his players weren’t getting too rowdy, but what

their plan to have fun and play ball. “You could tell the

he discovered was something else entirely.

difference between us and other teams that were tense.

“I watched them work together, the way they were

graduated this past spring with a bachelor’s degree in

strategies they used. I saw them compete. That was my

biology from NSU’s Halmos College of Natural Sciences

favorite part of the trip because it filtered back to the field.”

and Oceanography.

the field, too.
The first two plush toys—
brought down with third baseman
NSU HORIZONS

They never seemed as loose as us,” said Thompson, who

moving the stuffed animals,” said Brown. “I saw the

The stuffed animals found their way to
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To outsiders, Ref, Peppa, and their three stuffed friends

Danny Zardon, a junior
majoring in business, at the
controls—were named Ref and

“Our team was ready to have fun no matter what happened, and it culminated with us winning the championship,” added Thompson. It was NSU’s eighth national title
since the athletic program was created in 1982—the other
titles came in golf and rowing.
The baseball team, though, got off to a slow start last
season, losing their first three games and standing just

The NSU Sharks, above, believe that teamwork helped make them number one. The baseball team now looks forward to a new season.
NSU Sharks, left, celebrate taking the Division II World Series.

11-10 nearly halfway through the regular season. Things

three games in each series, both on the road. They also

started to change in March, just before the Sunshine State

beat No. 11 Southern New Hampshire.

Conference schedule began. Brown talked to junior out-

In the playoffs, NSU went 6-0 against top-20 teams,

fielder Teft Hill, who rarely plays, but is a leader because of

including two straight against No. 1 Millersville, which

his team-first attitude.

finished 52-7 with win streaks of 10, 14, and 22 games. But

“You know what we are?” Brown asked Hill, who recently
graduated with a degree in business administration from

Millersville was no match for the Sharks.
NSU closer Devin Raftery, who recently graduated with a

the H. Wayne Huizenga College of Business and Entrepre-

degree in communications from NSU’s College of Arts, Hu-

neurship. “We’re red hot.” The Sharks were only 7-7 at the

manities, and Social Sciences, was named the MVP of the

time. They didn’t take off until March 15, when they began

World Series, compiling one win and three saves. He was

what became a 33-6 close to their season.

also the MVP of the South Region playoffs with three saves.

But the “red hot” talk was the beginning of a new mindset. Hill took some red licorice twists and threw them at

For next season, NSU will have to replace virtually its
entire pitching staff. In addition to Raftery, who signed as a

his teammates. When he said “red,” they said “hot.’’ The

free agent with the Houston Astros, Alex Mateo, a criminal

more they said it, the more the players believed it. Until

justice major, was drafted in the 22nd round by the Miami

they actually were red hot.

Marlins. Alex Kline, an environmental studies major, was

Soon, the players started filling their dugout with hot

selected in the 29th round by the Philadelphia Phillies.

sauce, tomatoes, and anything else red they could find.

Even though third baseman Zardon was drafted in the

During doubleheader days, they would eat sandwiches

17th round by the Phillies, the Sharks will return seven of

with hot sauce.

the nine starters. “We have our work cut out to replace the
pitching we lost,” Brown said. “There will be a lot of

Top-20 teams. During the regular season, they beat No. 2

challenges, but I expect us to be in national contention

Tampa and No. 18 Florida Southern, taking two out of

again in 2017.”
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The inspired Sharks caught fire, going 11-2 against

51

NSU dental students Leydy
Toribio Fabelo, left, and Alan
Seidenfeld relax on the
dedicated bench outside
the CDM’s walkway.

A BENCHMARK FOR SCHOLARSHIPS
BY OLINE H. COGDILL

The metal benches placed around NSU campuses offer
students more than just a place to take a break between

Potential Campaign, which will raise $250 million by Dec-

classes or meet with friends. Those benches now are a way

ember 2020. Gift opportunities include $2,500 to dedicate a

to increase NSU student scholarships.

one-person bench outside the Health Professions Division’s

More than 50 benches at NSU’s Fort Lauderdale/Davie

at the Fort Lauderdale/Davie, Orlando, or Palm Beach

the Orlando Campus, are available for sponsorship, with

campuses; $10,000 to dedicate and place a new bench at any

the proceeds going to the President’s Scholarship Fund.

NSU college, facility, or campus; and $20,000 to dedicate a

The donor may designate a specific NSU college to receive

crescent of 5 benches outside the HPD’s Terry Building.

the student scholarships. A group, individual, or even a
Linda C. Niessen, D.M.D., M.P.H., M.P.P., dean of NSU’s

“We wanted to find a way to enhance our campuses while
celebrating people and milestones that are a part of our
university. Naming a bench provides our donors with a place

College of Dental Medicine (CDM), was the first person at

to reflect and remember a person or occasion significant to

the university to donate to the President’s Scholarship Fund

them, while providing a beautiful spot to rest and enjoy

by sponsoring a named bench. A plaque on the bench

their surroundings. We hope this will become a great

acknowledges Niessen’s gift in honor of the CDM, making

tradition and that soon all 50 benches will be named and

the dental college the first to have a dedicated bench at NSU.

connected to someone special,” said Jennifer O’Flannery

“Sponsoring a bench is just one of the many ways that
NSU HORIZONS

(HPD) Terry Building; $5,000 to dedicate an existing bench

Campus, as well as 15 at the Palm Beach Campus and 2 at

class can dedicate a bench.
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The bench dedication project is part of NSU’s Realizing

individuals can show their support for the CDM. It’s more
than just putting a small dedication sign on the bench—it

Anderson, Ph.D., NSU’s vice president for Advancement
and Community Relations.
For more information on dedicating a bench, call Jason

signifies the meaningful education and research being done

Lyons at (954) 262-2127, email tributegiving@nova.edu, or

here,” said Niessen.

visit nova.edu/giving/tributes. n

TRIBUTE GIVING
Name a scholarship to help a student and honor people important to you, or
explore naming opportunities and bench dedications across NSU’s campuses.

Fir m
Your

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES
I n Me

moria

m

A Pr ofessor

Name a Changing Lives Scholarship
$5,000 ($1,000/5 years or $84/month)
Distributed for Five Years
(954) 262-2127 | annualfund@nova.edu
Name an Endowed Scholarship
$25,000 ($5,000/5 years)
Designed to Last for Generations
(954) 262-2109 | nameascholarship@nova.edu

Explore Additional
Naming Opportunities
(954) 262-2064
Explore Legacy Giving Options
(954) 262-2135

Your Class

A G ra

Dedicate a Bench
$2,500 (single seat)–$20,000 (crescent of five benches)
(954) 262-2162 | tributegiving@nova.edu

duate

08-051-16NOM

SHOW YOUR PRIDE

TAG YOUR RIDE
WITH THE NSU SHARK PLATE

Lagaylia Brown
Abraham S. Fischler
College of Education
M.S., 2004

Samantha DeBianchi

H. Wayne Huizenga College of
Business and Entrepreneurship
M.B.A., 2008

Ethan Wall
Shepard Broad
College of Law
J.D., 2007

Mauricio Angee
College of Engineering
and Computing
M.S., 2007

Upgrade to an NSU Shark Specialty Plate,
and we’ll give you a $25 gift card.
Visit nova.edu/alumni/licenseplate
for more details and restrictions.

Lynn Larose

College of Arts, Humanities,
and Social Sciences
M.S., 2014

3301 College Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33314-7796

FORT LAUDERDALE’S
PREMIER ART MUSEUM
One East Las Olas Boulevard
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301-1807
(954) 525-5500

Store

Free Wifi

Admission is always FREE for NSU
students and faculty and staff members.

Follow us on

@nsuartmuseum

Exhibitions and programs at NSU Art Museum Fort Lauderdale are made possible, in part, by a challenge grant from the David and Francie Horvitz Family Foundation. Funding is also provided by Nova
Southeastern University; the Broward County Board of County Commissioners, as recommended by the Broward Cultural Council and Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention and Visitors Bureau; the state of
Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs; and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture. NSU Art Museum Fort Lauderdale is accredited by the American Alliance of Museums.
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